Design Review Committee

Minutes – April 21, 2011

CITY OF COTATI

MINUTES for the Regular Meeting of the DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE                  
DATE OF MEETING:
April 21, 2011
TIME OF MEETING:

4:30 pm

PLACE OF MEETING:
Council Chambers




201 W. Sierra Avenue

I.
CALL TO ORDER

Meeting called to order by Chair Morgan at 4:35 pm
II.
ROLL CALL

Committee Members Present:
Davis, Langberg, Robbins, Onines and Chair Morgan
Committee Members Absent:

Vice-Chair Glendening


Staff Present:
      


Lustig, Harris and Pajon
III.
CHANGES TO AGENDA

 None
IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


 None
V.
MATTERS AT HAND

A. Public Art Installation Project: SSU Student Sculptures 

Assistant Planner Harris presented the Public Art Installation Project, giving a general overview of the proposed art and recommending sculpture locations, including one new permanent base location.   
Councilmember and Cotati Arts Project member Susan Harvey spoke about the art project and the involvement of the Sonoma State students through a sculpture class.  

Chamber President and Cotati Arts Project member Andre Morrow commented on the pieces and locations.
In response to Committee Member Onines, Assistant Planner Harris stated that staff supports the project and the recommended locations. 

In response to Committee Member Davis, Councilmember Harvey explained that the art pieces would be replaced annually.  
In response to Committee Member Davis, Mr. Morrow stated that artists other than SSU students would be allowed to participate in the Cotati Arts Project.
In response to Committee Member Davis, Councilmember Harvey stated that the pieces would be engineered. 
Committee Member Davis expressed a concern for safety because the piece proposed at Myrtle Avenue is large and unlit.

Mr. Morrow explained that there is no funding for lighting at this time, but it could be an option if funding becomes available. He doesn’t think there will be an issue with people seeing the poles because they are constructed with an almost luminous material.  
In response to Committee Member Langberg, Mr. Morrow explained the student’s design process, which was not brought to this level of approval. 
Committee Member Langberg suggested that additional drawings and information be forwarded to the Committee with the request for approval.
Committee Member Robbins wondered if the name plaques would be securely fastened and applicable to the pieces they represent. 
Councilmember Harvey and Mr. Morrow responded, explaining that the name plaque would be securely bolted and that the sponsorship would be relative to the piece it was representing.  He stated that each piece has liability insurance of $2,000,000, although each artist will sign a waiver. 
In response to Committee Member Robbins, Assistant Planner Harris explained that the final locations, including setbacks would be decided with the City Engineer. 
Committee Member Robbins wants to ensure pedestrian and vehicle safety when locating the piece near Myrtle Avenue.
Mr. Morrow stated that the piece at Myrtle could easily have a 20ft setback.  

In response to Committee Member Langberg, Mr. Morrow explained that the sculpture would have about a 1-2 % lean and structural stability will be ensured by the engineers and contractors.   
In response to Committee Member Robbins, Assistant Planner Harris stated that the placement of the piece in the park would not conflict with the Farmers Market and Accordion Festival.  

Committee Member Langberg recommended using fly ash in the “Inside Out” sculpture. 
Discussion ensued on the following:

· utilizing flyash and other green building materials
· adding a neutral color to the concrete base
· ensure a non-slip surface on the base
· having the applicant present color chips to Council for the concrete bases. 
Committee Member Robbins said that she is reluctant to recommend a base color to the artists.  

	Motion:
	Committee Member Davis made a motion and Committee Member Langberg seconded the motion to consider a "buff" colored concrete base with a non-slip surface, emphasize safety, and utilize flyash and other green building materials to the maximum extent possible.  The Committee made the following recommendations: Consider Davis #5447 at 3 lbs/sack of cement for the base colors, have the applicant present the color chips for the bases to Council, and utilize a minimum of 50% flyash is recommended in the bases.



Yes:    
5

Noes:       

Abstain:     

Absent:    1 
VI.
REPORTS BY STAFF
· Assistant Planner Harris introduced Jami Brady as the newest Planning Commissioner.

· The next General Plan Update meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 25th
VII.
REPORTS BY COMMITTEE
None

VIII.
ADJOURNMENT   
Meeting adjourned at 5:25 PM
Submitted by:

Keri L. Pajon, Secretary

Design Review Committee
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