
 
 
  
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COTATI COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2010 
6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION 

7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION  
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue 

 
The Cotati City Council welcomes you to its meetings that are generally scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every 
month. Your interest and participation are encouraged and appreciated. 
 
City Council meeting agendas, minutes and audio recordings (podcast) are posted on the City’s website at 
www.ci.cotati.ca.us.  To receive the City Council Agenda by e-mail, sign up for City of Cotati community notifications at 
www.nixle.com.  Contact the Deputy City Clerk at ttaylor@ci.cotati.ca.us or 707-665-3622 for questions about the agenda. 
 
Notice is hereby given that Council may discuss and/or take action on any or all of the items listed on this agenda. 
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Cotati City Council regarding any item on this agenda will be made 
available for public inspection in the City Manager’s office located at 201 West Sierra Avenue, Cotati, California, during 
normal business hours. 
 
Disabled Accommodation:  Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate formats to persons with 
disabilities as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Any person with a disability who 
requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting should contact the Deputy City Clerk at (707) 
665-3622 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  
 
Waiver Warning:  If you challenge decisions/direction of the City Council of the City of Cotati in court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you or someone else raised at public hearing(s) described in this Agenda, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the City of Cotati at, or prior to, the public hearing(s). 
 
Those wishing to address the Council are asked to complete a speaker card and give it to the Deputy City Clerk. 
Please limit comments to three minutes or as the Mayor directs.; When you are called, step to the podium and state 
your name and address for the record.  Persons wishing to address the Council are not required to identify themselves 
(Gov’t. Code § 54953.3); however, this information assists the Mayor by ensuring that all persons wishing to address the 
Council are recognized and it assists the Deputy City Clerk in preparing the City Council meeting minutes. 

 
6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION CALL TO ORDER (CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS) 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION 

ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE)  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL- EXISTING LITIGATION ( Government 
code Section 54956.9) 

The Colvin Group Fund 1 L.P. vs. City of Cotati (Sonoma County Superior Court Case # 
SCV-248067) 

Wildease, LLC dba Countryside Mobilehome Park vs. City of Cotati et. al (Sonoma County 
Superior Court Case # SCV 247044) 

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
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7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION 

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCOTBER 27, 2010 REGULAR MEETING AND NOTICE 
OF WAIVING OF READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
INTRODUCED AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Residents can register at nixle.com to receive City Council agenda notifications and construction 
and road closure updates by email and text message. 

 Cotati Creek Critters invites you to help take care of native plants along the Laguna de Santa Rosa 
by attending a Creek Stewardship Day on Saturday December 11th  from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
For details contact Cotati Creek Critters by phone 707-792-4422 or on the web at 
CotatiCreekCritters.info. 
 

 Four Nights of Festive Fun in Cotati starts Wednesday December 1st with the annual Cotati holiday 
tree lighting on at 6:00 p.m. in La Plaza Park and at the fire station.  The festivities continue through 
December 4th with Holiday Cheer at local pubs, a candlelight concert at Church of the Oaks and an 
Elegant Evening at local shops.  Call 707-795-5508 or see www.cotati.org for more information. 

 The Cotati Historical Society Museum is open regularly on Saturdays from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and the 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

HONORARY MAYOR 

 Elana Nelson of Rancho Cotate High School. 

PRESENTATION 

2. SANTA ROSA PLAIN GROUNDWATER STEERING COMMITTEE 

Representatives of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Steering Committee will brief the City 
Council on groundwater planning. 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  
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CITIZEN BUSINESS  

Any member of the public wishing to speak to the Council on any item or items listed on the Consent Calendar or any item or 
items not listed on the agenda that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council may do so at this time. Pursuant to 
the Brown Act, the Council is not allowed to consider issues or take action on any item not listed on the agenda during this 
period. Comments of any member of the public are normally restricted to a total of three (3) minutes in length per person for 
matters not on the agenda and a total of three (3) minutes per person in length for items on the Consent Calendar. 

DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

3. REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT TO THE IN-LIEU AGREEMENT FOR PAYMENT OF 
LOW COST HOUSING BUY-OUT FOR THE 8910 CYPRESS AVENUE SUBDIVISION 
(Community Development - Planning) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion approving an Amendment to the In-lieu 
Housing Agreement for the 8910 Cypress Avenue Subdivision. 

4. CITY HALL AND COMMUNITY CENTER RESTROOM ADA RETROFIT PROJECT – 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND AUTHORIZE CITY ENGINEER TO AWARD AND 
EXECUTE CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT (Engineering/Public Works) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution to Advertise for Bids and Authorize the 
City Engineer to Award and Execute the Construction Agreement and Necessary Change Orders for 
the City Hall and Community Center Restroom ADA Retrofit Project. 

5. APPROVAL FOR THE COTATI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO HOST AN “ELEGANT 
EVENING” EVENT IN DOWNTOWN COTATI INVOLVING A HORSE DRAWN 
CARRIAGE AND THE USE OF ELEVEN PARKING SPACES THROUGHOUT THE 
DOWNTOWN AREA AS CARRIAGE STOPS. (Police) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion to approve the use of eleven parking spaces 
in three different locations of downtown Cotati as carriage stops for a horse drawn carriage on 
Saturday December 4, 2010 between the hours of 5:00 PM and 8:00 PM for the 4th Annual “Elegant 
Evening.” 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND CALL TO ORDER 
OF JOINT MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COTATI COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CONSENT CALENDAR (JOINT MEETING) 

The following items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered routine in nature and require little or no further discussion by 
the Council, public or applicant and action may be taken by the City Council by a single motion. Unless already having done so 
under Citizen Business, any member of the public may comment at this time on items on this Consent Calendar prior to the 
Council's consideration of the Consent Calendar. Comments of on the Consent Calendar are normally restricted to a total of 
three (3) minutes in length per person. Any member of the Council may request that any listed item be removed from the 
Consent Calendar. That item shall be placed on the Regular Agenda section of the Council meeting and considered by the 
Council as other matters on the Regular Agenda portion of the Agenda. 
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6. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS OCTOBER 14 THROUGH OCTOBER 27, 2010  
(Administrative Services) (Action) 

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for October 14th, 2010 – October 27, 
2010 

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY 
COUNCIL 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (Discussion) 

ADJOURNMENT  

Certification of Posting of the Agenda:  I declare under penalty of perjury that I am employed by the City of Cotati and that I posted 
this agenda on the bulletin boards of City Hall, Veterans’ Memorial Building and the U.S. Post Office on or before November 19, 
2010 
 
s/s Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COTATI COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 27, 2010 
6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION 

7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION  
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue 

 
 

 
6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION CALL TO ORDER (CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS)  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   

PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE)  

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR (Government Code Section § 54957.6)  
Agency designated representatives: Dianne Thompson, Jone Hayes  
Employee Organization: Cotati Employees Association  
Unrepresented employee(s): Senior Planner, Senior Building Inspector, Associate Planner, 
Public Works Field Maintenance Supervisor, Administrative Analyst, Building Inspector, 
Assistant Planner, Accountant, Maintenance Worker II, Accounting Specialist, Administrative 
Secretary, Permit Technician, Account Clerk II, Maintenance Worker I, Planning Technician, 
Recreation Coordinator, Administrative Clerk, Recreation Assistant, Account Clerk I 

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION  

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  He indicated that there was nothing to 
report out of the closed session. 

ROLL CALL  

Councilmembers present: Councilmembers Gilardi, Harvey and Landman, Vice Mayor Orchard and 
Mayor Coleman-Senghor. 
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Staff present: Administrative Services Director Jone Hayes, Acting Community Development 
Director/Assistant to the City Manager Marsha Sue Lustig, City Engineer/Director of Public Works 
Damien O’Bid, Administrative Secretary Keri Pajon, City Attorney Rich Rudnansky, and City Manager 
Dianne Thompson 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Councilmember Harvey led the pledge of allegiance. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 REGULAR MEETING AND 
NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
INTRODUCED AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action)  

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Landman and passed unanimously 
to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2010 Regular meeting as presented and to waive 
reading of all resolutions and ordinances introduced and/or adopted under this agenda. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Cotati citizens and other interested parties are encouraged to register for City of Cotati community 
updates via e-mail and text at nixle.com. 

 Redwood Empire Disposal is hosting Cotati’s Fall Community Cleanup on Saturday November 6 
and Saturday November 13 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Park and Ride lot off St. Joseph’s 
Way. Proof of residency is required.  For additional details including a list of materials accepted, 
call Redwood Empire Disposal at 707-585-0291 or log onto the City’s website at ci.cotati.ca.us and 
check the events calendar. 

 The Cotati Historical Society Museum is open regularly on Saturdays from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and the 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

 The City flew the United Nations flag in support of the annual United Nations Day 
Commemorations. 

PRESENTATION 

 SONOMA CITY/COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY GROUP (SWAG) UPDATE  

Phil Demery of the Sonoma City/County Solid Waste Advisory Group (SWAG) presented an update 
to the Council regarding SWAG’s priorities and objectives for developing a regional long-term solid 
waste option.  He responded to questions and concerns of the Council regarding the resolution of 
outstanding liabilities, revenue sources to handle liability issues, future waste technology, concerns 
that closed landfills still need monitoring and are without revenue, the long-term structure for 
oversight of landfills, the goals of SWAG, and timeline for the landfill. 
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Councilmember Harvey, Cotati City Council’s primary representative to the Sonoma County 
Landfill Task Force, responded to the Council that she is very pleased with the work they have done 
and is in support of the group. 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

City Manager Dianne Thompson reported on the following: 

• Highway 101 project update 

• City website headlines, including City Manager message, recruitment, and use of Measure A 
funds 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor requested to move City Council Reports to the top of the Agenda.    

Moved by Vice Mayor Orchard, seconded by Councilmember Gilardi and passed unanimously to move 
City Council Reports to the top of the Agenda and to approve the Final Agenda.   

CITIZEN BUSINESS  

Wayne Clark spoke about the political candidates running for office.    

George Barich spoke about the following: 

• The rumor on the street about an officer being investigated. He was concerned how this 
information was let out and he would like Council to have staff look into this.   

• He doesn’t feel that the Council was being honest in why they hired a lieutenant.  

• He expressed concern about the Mayor making comments on items that are on his personal web 
blog. 

Max Scheder-Bieschin commented on the Economic Development study session that was held and is 
looking forward to follow-up information.  He stated that there were a group of people willing to help 
move this information forward. 

Greg Karraker was appreciative of the work that was done on the flag pole and hoped that there would be 
a flag on the pole by Veterans Day. 

Councilmember Gilardi asked staff for the status on the flag pole and clarification on the hiring of the 
lieutenant’s position. 

City Manager Thompson stated that the lieutenant’s position, whether permanent or contracted, was hired 
to take on administrative duties, freeing up the sergeants to be on the street.  The lieutenant on staff is 
currently contracted while the recruitment for a permanent lieutenant is moving forward.  
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City Manager Thompson explained that there will soon be some additional information on the Economic 
Development study session available on the website.  

City Engineer O’Bid said that the goal is to have the flag on the flag pole before Veterans Day.   

Mayor Coleman-Senghor explained the lighting issue.  He suggested that if the lighting issue isn’t cleared 
up that the City has someone, possibly the fire department, take on the responsibility of raising and 
lowering the flag.  He would like to follow-up done on this item.  

Closed Citizen Business at 7:55 p.m. 

DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor would like the possibility of creating an Economic Development Commission 
put on as a future agenda item.   

CONSENT CALENDAR  

Moved by Vice Mayor Orchard seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously to adopt 
items 2 through 7 on the Consent Calendar. 

2. ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO BECOME A HEALTHY EATING, ACTIVE LIVING (HEAL) 
CITY (City Manager) (Action) 

Resolution No. 2010-59 entitled:  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COTATI TO BECOME A HEALTHY EATING, ACTIVE LIVING (HEAL) CITY 

3. ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION RELATING TO POLICE RESERVES AND 
SUPERSEDING RESOLUTIONS R-68-36, R-68-39 AND 97-40 (Administrative Services) 
(Action) 

Resolution No. 2010-60 entitled: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COTATI RELATING TO POLICE RESERVES AND SUPERSEDING RESOLUTIONS R-68-36, 
R-68-39 AND 97-40 

4. AUTHORIZATION OF HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR CITY HALL (City Manager) (Action) 

Motion to implement a holiday schedule for City Hall consisting of the cancellation of the regular 
City Council meeting of December 22, 2010 and the closure of City Hall during the period of 
Monday December 20 through Thursday December 30, 2010. 
 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND FILING THE NOTICE OF 
COMPLETION, A.R. DEVELOPMENT, LLC, ROSEN RANCH SUBDIVISION 
(Engineering/Public Works) (Action) 

Resolution No. 2010-61 entitled:  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COTATI ACCEPTING THE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND FILING THE NOTICE OF 
COMPLETION, ROSEN RANCH SUBDIVISION 
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6. COTATI DOWNTOWN SPECIFIC PLAN AREA REVITALIZATION PROJECT – 
AUTHORIZING FILING AN APPLICATION FOR TRANSPORTATION FOR LIVABLE 
COMMUNITIES (TLC) (Engineering/Public Works) (Action) 

Resolution No. 2010-62 entitled A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COTATI AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (STP) AND/OR CONGESTION MITIGATION AND AIR 
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT (CMAQ) FUNDING AND COMMITTING THE NECESSARY 
NON-FEDERAL MATCH AND STATING THE ASSURANCE TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT 

7. DOWNTOWN OLD REDWOOD HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT – PRELIMINARY DESIGN AGREEMENT (Engineering/Public Works) (Action) 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with Omni-Means for public outreach 
and preliminary design of the Downtown Old Redwood Highway Infrastructure Improvement 
Project. 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND CALL TO ORDER 
OF JOINT MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COTATI COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor adjourned the Regular meeting and called to order the joint meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
p.m. and opened the floor to public comment on the Consent Calendar (Joint Meeting). 

There being no one wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment period. 

CONSENT CALENDAR (JOINT MEETING).  

Moved by Councilmember Harvey, seconded by Councilmember Gilardi and passed unanimously to 
adopt items 8 and 9 on the Joint Consent Calendar. 

8. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS  SEPTEMBER 9th, 2010 – SEPTEMBER 22ND, 2010  
(Administrative Services) (Action)  

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for September 9th, 2010 – September 
22nd, 2010. 

9. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS SEPTEMBER 23rd, 2010 – OCTOBER 13th, 2010 
(Administrative Services) (Action) 

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for September 23rd, 2010 – October 13th 
2010. 

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY 
COUNCIL  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor adjourned the Joint meeting and called to order the Regular meeting at 7:57 
p.m. 
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CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (Discussion)  

Councilmembers reported on recent and upcoming activities, including reports from meetings attended at 
City expense. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor requested to move City Council Reports to the top of the Agenda.   

Mayor Coleman-Sengor spoke about the passing of Henry Fush and his service to the City. He expressed  
sympathy to his family.  His memorial service will be held on Saturday at 2:00 pm in the Cotati room. He 
would like it on record thanking him for his service. 

Councilmember Gilardi commented on his passing and her last conversation with him. She requested that 
staff send a letter. 

ADJOURNMENT  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. in the memory of Henry Fuhs. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

__________________________________ 
Keri Pajon, Administrative Secretary 



Santa Rosa Plain  
Groundwater Basin

Preliminary 
Groundwater 
Management 
Planning 
Underway

Santa 
Rosa Plain 
Groundwater 
Basin 

Preliminary groundwater planning and information sharing for the Santa Rosa 
Plain Groundwater Basin is underway.  The Sonoma County Water Agency has 
convened a small steering committee representative of local groundwater 
interests to guide pre-planning work and build common understanding 
about the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Basin and benefits and options for 
groundwater management planning. The Steering Committee will develop 
recommendations on if, when, and how groundwater management planning 
might move forward, including who might participate in developing a plan. The 
Steering Committee is also trying to identify stakeholders who could represent 
rural residential well owners interested in planning.

The Santa Rosa Plain groundwater basin, covering an area of approximately 
80,000 acres, is located within the larger Laguna de Santa Rosa watershed and 
is home to approximately half of the population of Sonoma County, including 
the Cities of Santa Rosa, Rohnert Park, Cotati, Town of Windsor, portions of 
the City of Sebastopol, and unincorporated areas of Sonoma County. The 
groundwater basin is bounded on the northwest by the middle reach of the 
Russian River floodplain and by the upland hills of western Sonoma County  on 
the remaining western boundary. The southern end of the Santa Rosa Plain is 
marked by a series of low hills just south of Cotati, which form a drainage divide 
that separates the Santa Rosa Plain from the Petaluma Valley. The Santa Rosa 
Plain is bounded to the east by the Sonoma Mountains south of Santa Rosa and 
the Mayacamas Mountains north of Santa Rosa.  

How to Stay Involved
Visit Web Site
http://www.scwa.ca.gov/srgroundwater/

Join Email List to Receive Periodic Updates
Email: clove@ccp.csus.edu

Administrator
Item No. 2



Potential Benefits of Local Groundwater Planning

Steering Committee Formed to 
Guide Preliminary Planning
The Steering Committee composition strives for 
representation of all the major interests; balance and 
symmetry between public, private and nonprofit; and 
members from throughout the Santa Rosa Plain.

Interests Represented

Organizations Represented on the Steering Committee 

•	 Agricultural 

•	 Environmental

•	 Local Government

•	 Groundwater Users

•	 Rural Residental 
Well Owners

•	 Science

•	 Water Supply

Berretta Dairy

California Groundwater 
Association

City of Rohnert Park

City of Santa Rosa

City of Sebastopol 

Gallo Coastal Operations

Lynmar Winery

Occidental Arts and Ecology 
Center 

Sebastopol Water Information 
Group (SWIG) 

Sonoma County Farm Bureau

Sonoma County Water Agency

Sonoma County Water Coalition

Western Dairyman Association

•	 Maintain Local Control through Non-Regulatory Process

•	 Provide Long-Term Viability of the Groundwater Aquifer for Future Generations

•	 Maintain Water Quality and Safe Drinking Water

•	 Prevent Aquifer Depletion and Stabilize Groundwater Levels

•	 Meet Existing and Future Water Demands

•	 Diversify Supply through Conjunctive use

•	 Environmental Benefits (e.g. Stream Restoration)

•	 Increased Opportunity for State Funding
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Subject: Request for Amendment to the In-Lieu Agreement for Payment of Low Cost 

Housing Buy-out for the 8910 Cypress Avenue Subdivision 
 

Date:  November 23, 2010 
    
Written by: Marsha Sue Lustig, Acting Community Development Director 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Council adopt a motion approving an Amendment to the In-lieu 
Housing Agreement for the 8910 Cypress Avenue Subdivision. 
 
 
Background 
 
On December 14, 2005, the City Council approved the 8910 Cypress Avenue Subdivision, a 3-
lot subdivision granted without Design Review approval for the homes.  These lots are now 
known as 101, 102, and 104 MacKinnon Court. 
 
On November 7, 2007, the In-Lieu Housing Agreement was executed with the applicant to 
assure that the City would receive the required in-lieu fees for the City’s affordable housing 
fund.  As the lots are vacant, the price per home was established at $600,000 plus the price of the 
land.  Given the current market value of the land, approximately $25,000 - $30,000 in in-lieu 
fees would be generated per lot, for a total of $75,000 - $90,000. 
 
On October 4, 2010, the applicant requested and paid for an appraisal to calculate the current 
market value of future homes given the decline in home values.  The applicant believes the 
$600,000 estimated house value is too high for today’s market.   
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
The new appraisal calculates the value of a 3,500 square foot proposed home at $587,000 not 
including the land.  Staff is recommending the value of a 3,000 square foot home be utilized 
given the restrictions due to slope, and that the proposed units over the past few years have been 
designed at just under 3,000 square feet.  The value of a 3,000 square foot home is $506,710 not 
including the land.  The following table demonstrates estimated funds generated by the 
inclusionary housing in-lieu fees as originally anticipated in 2007, and today: 
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 2007 2010 
House $600,000 $500,000 
Land $225,000 $125,000 
Total Sales Price $825,000 $625,000 
In-lieu Fees (approximate) $30,400 $22,400 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
As a result of this amendment, the City would receive approximately $12,000 less than 
anticipated for the affordable housing fund. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The new appraisal and subsequent fees are fair and accurate based on today’s market conditions.  
There is a small savings that the applicant will be able to realize with the approval of this 
amendment.  Most of the savings will be found in the significantly reduced value of the land. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Amendment to the In-Lieu Housing Agreement 
2. Appraisal, October 22, 2010 
3. In-Lieu Housing Agreement, recorded November 7, 2007 
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Subject: Approval for the Cotati Chamber of Commerce to host an “Elegant Evening” 

event in downtown Cotati involving a horse drawn carriage and the use of eleven 
parking spaces throughout the downtown area as carriage stops. 
 

Date:  November 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Susan Jones, Chief of Police 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion to approve the use of eleven parking 
spaces in three different locations of downtown Cotati as carriage stops for a horse drawn 
carriage on Saturday December 4, 2010 between the hours of 5:00 PM and 8:00 PM for the 4th 
Annual “Elegant Evening.” 
 
 
Background 
 
On December 4, 2010 the 4th Annual “Elegant Evening” will be hosted by the Cotati Chamber 
of Commerce in conjunction with several downtown businesses.  The event will involve the use 
of a horse drawn carriage. 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
This year the Cotati Chamber of Commerce and several downtown businesses have again 
organized the “Elegant Evening” event in an effort to increase shopping and dining in the 
downtown area during the holiday season.  The primary attraction of this event will be a horse 
drawn carriage which will be used to provide rides between three carriage stops, providing 
access to the downtown shopping and dining area.  This event is being provided free of charge to 
the public. 
 
As a result of this event, a total of eleven parking spaces in three sections of downtown will need 
to be designated as “No Parking” zones on December 4, 2010 between 4:30 PM and 8:30 PM. 
Posting of these areas will need to be completed by Public Works 24 hours in advance to comply 
with State law. 
 
The horse drawn carriage will be equipped with a red light to the rear and a white light at its 
front.  It will also have reflective strips mounted on both of its sides.  There will be two turn 
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around locations for the carriage.  The first will be at the intersection of West Cotati Avenue and 
La Plaza and the second will be at the intersection of Old Redwood Highway and Page Street.  
There will be volunteers stationed at each carriage stop, roadway crossing, and at the turn around 
locations to ensure public safety. 
 
The Cotati Chamber of Commerce will be required to provide evidence of insurance coverage 
sufficient to meet the requirements set forth by the City’s insurance pool. The Chamber of 
Commerce must also provide at least one (1) volunteer at each carriage stop, and two (2) 
volunteers at the roadway crossings and turn around locations whose sole job will be to ensure 
public safety.  All volunteers assigned to ensure safety shall wear a reflective vest which will be 
provided by the Police Department. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
Public Works will be required to post “No Parking” signs at least 24 hours in advance of the 
event and to distribute barricades/cones at each carriage stop to allow for them to be blocked off 
as needed during the event. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
None. 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Route map 
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Horse and Carriage Route Map 
Saturday December 4th 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Elegant Evening Downtown Holiday Shopping Night 
 

Each carriage stop will have a volunteer and area lighting to ensure public safety. Two stops will require 
several parking spaces to be blocked off. 
 
Stop #1: Starting at the Apple Crate, 8109 La Plaza. No parking stalls are being reserved at this location. 
 
Stop #2: Cotati Corner 1818 La Plaza #106 (South Curbline), four parking spaces should be reserved 
between the large trees directly in front of the Moxi Salon. 
 
Stop #3: Copy Mail and More 8282 Old Redwood Highway, directly in front of the business utilizing the 
reserved parking spaces to turn around, stop, load and unload. Five spaces in front of this location should 
be reserved which includes one disabled parking stall. 
 
Stop #4: Exchange Bank, 8220 Old Redwood Highway (No parking stalls will be blocked off at this 
location), the Carriage will stop in the roadway to load and unload in the northbound direction only. 
 
Special Note: The return route will be the same with two (2) designated stop in front of the Copy Mail 
and More and the Exchange Bank. The volunteer traffic person will stop all eastbound traffic onto La 
Plaza, at the intersection of West Sierra Avenue as the carriage turns onto westbound La Plaza (2). A total 
of 12 volunteers will be needed to man each designated stop, with two at the intersections of West Cotati 
Avenue and La Plaza, West Sierra Avenue and La Plaza, and Old Redwood Highway and Page Street. 
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Item No. 4
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
Subject: City Hall and Community Center Restroom ADA Retrofit Project – Advertise for 

Bids and Authorize City Engineer to Award and Execute Construction Agreement 
 

Date:  November 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Damien O’Bid, Director of Public Works / City Engineer 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution to Advertise for Bids and Authorize 
the City Engineer to Award and Execute the Construction Agreement and Necessary Change 
Orders for the City Hall and Community Center Restroom ADA Retrofit Project. 
 
 
Background 
 
The City of Cotati was awarded two Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), which are 
federal funds distributed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to 
the Sonoma County Community Development Commission, which in turn distributes and 
administers the funds locally.  The CDBG funding can only be used for projects which address 
accessibility improvements, as described under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
The first grant, for $37,634, is a CDBG-R grant, funded by federal stimulus funding.  This grant 
is intended for ADA retrofits in the men’s restroom at City Hall, and must be under contract by 
the end of 2011.  The second grant, for $91,085, is intended for ADA retrofits of the men’s and 
womens restroom in the Community Center.  Both grant amounts are for design, environmental, 
and construction. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The engineers estimate for these projects are $17,600 (City Hall men’s restroom) and $66,000 
(Community Center restrooms).  Expenditures to date are $3,750 for the City Hall Men’s 
Restrooms and $11,250 for the Community Center Restrooms.  Therefore, it is anticipated that 
there will be sufficient remaining grant funds to cover all construction-related costs. 
 
No General Fund revenue will be used for this project. 
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Environmental Issues  
 
The Project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Code of California Regulations Section 
15301 (repair, maintenance, rehabilitation of existing facilities). 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Proposed resolution 
 
On File with the City Clerk: 
 
1. Construction Drawings 



 

RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 1) 
AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS TO BE RECEIVED FOR THE 

CITY HALL AND COMMUNITY CENTER RESTROOM ADA RETROFIT 
PROJECT; 2) AUTHORIZING AWARD TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE AND 
RESPONSIVE BIDDER; AND 3) AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
WORKS/CITY ENGINEER TO EXECUTE A CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT 

AND CONSTRUCTION CHANGE ORDERS PROVIDED THE TOTAL 
CONSTRUCTION AMOUNT DOES NOT EXCEED $33,884 FOR CITY HALL 

MEN’S RESTROOM AND $79,835 FOR THE COMMUNITY CENTER 
RESTROOMS. 

 
WHEREAS, the men’s restroom at City Hall and the men’s and woman’s restroom at the 
Community Center need accessibility retrofits, as prescribed by the Americans with Disabilies 
Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City was awarded two Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) to 
perform this work; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed City Hall and Community Center Restroom ADA Retrofit Project is 
a “Public Project” as defined under Public Contract Code Section 22002; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed City Hall and Community Center Restroom ADA Retrofit Project is 
a categorically excempt from CEQA, as defined under the Code of California Regulations  
Section 15301 (repair, maintenance, rehabilitation of existing facilities); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works/City Engineer has recommended that this Council 
adopt plans and specifications for the City Hall and Community Center Restroom ADA Retrofit 
Project, Project No. E10-4 and delegate authority to award the construction contract and 
authorize change orders to the Director of Public Works/City Engineer, provided that the total 
construction amount does not exceed $33,884 (City Hall Men’s Restroom) and $79,835 
(Community Center Restrooms) and there are no significant bid irregularities. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati: 
1. All of the above recitals are true and correct. 
2. Adopt plans and specifications for the project entitled City Hall and Community 

Center Restroom ADA Retrofit Project, Project No. E10-4 (Project), as submitted by 
the Director of Public Works/City Engineer; and 

3. The Project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Code of California 
Regulations Section 15301 (repair, maintenance, rehabilitation of existing 
facilities). 

4. The experience requirements are appropriate for the Project; and 
5. Authorize and direct the City Clerk to advertise the Project for bids to be received 

by the Director of Public Works/City Engineer or his designated representative.  
The advertisement shall be placed in a newspaper of general circulation, printed and 
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published in Sonoma County, in accordance with the provisions of Section 22037 of 
the Public Contract Code; and 

6. Authorize the Director of Public Works/City Engineer to award the project in 
accordance with law, to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder for the 
Project, provided that the construction amount does not exceed $33,884 (City Hall 
Men’s Restroom) and $79,835 (Community Center Restrooms); and 

7. Authorize the Director of Public Works/City Engineer to execute a construction 
agreement and construction change orders as needed to fulfill the design intent of 
the project, provided that the total construction amount does not exceed $33,884 
(City Hall Men’s Restroom) and $79,835 (Community Center Restrooms) and there 
are no significant bid irregularities.  

 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
November, 2010 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
GILARDI  
HARVEY  
LANDMAN  
ORCHARD  
   
 

Approved:________________________________ 
                                  Mayor 

Attest:___________________________ 
         Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

Approved as to form: 
 
___________________________ 

       City Attorney 
 
1221080.1 



 
 

Item No. 6 
 

Joint Meeting of City Council and  
Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors Agenda 

Consent Calendar  
 

 
Subject: Receive and File Warrants and Audited Claims for October 14th, 2010 – October 

27, 2010 
 

Date:  November 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Jone Hayes, Director of Administrative Services  
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council receive and file the warrants and audited claims (the A/P 
Check Registers) as submitted. 
 
 
Background 
 
Warrants (checks) are created by City Staff in compliance with the following Municipal Code 
Sections: 

 
2.12.160 Expenditure control--Purchasing. 
It shall be the duty of the city manager to see that no expenditures shall be submitted or 
recommended to the city council except on approval of the city manager or his authorized 
representative. The city manager, or his authorized representative, shall be responsible for 
the purchase of all supplies for all the departments or divisions of the city. (Ord. 97 §7.9, 
1968). 
 
3.36.010 Expenditures--Compliance required. 
All expenditures of city funds in connection with purchases must be made strictly in 
accordance with the duly adopted budget, and in order that budgetary control may be 
effectively exercised, the procedures in this chapter shall be followed. (Ord. 575 §1(part), 
1992). 

 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
Warrants and Audited Claims listings (now identified as the A/P Check Registers) list all 
warrants issued for the period indicated.  Per Council action on July 11, 2007 all warrants are 
released as they are created.  
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All expenditures of City funds in connection with purchases of services or materials are strictly 
in accordance with the duly adopted budget and / or Council actions amending the adopted 
budget.  Expenditures have been approved for payment by either the City Manager or by 
Department Heads. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The following is the totals for the Warrants and Audited Claims (the A/P Check Register) issued 
for the period of October 13, 2010 – October 27, 2010: 
  
  October 27, 2010             $   85,589.19 

   
                                  
 
Environmental Issues  
 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Check Registers dated 10/27/10  










