
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COTATI COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

WEDNESDAY JUNE 23, 2010, 6:30 PM CLOSED SESSION 
7:00 PM REGULAR MEETING  

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue 
 

The Cotati City Council welcomes you to its meetings that are generally scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every 
month. Your interest and participation are encouraged and appreciated. 
 
City Council meeting agendas, minutes and audio recordings (podcast) are posted on the City’s website at 
www.ci.cotati.ca.us 
 
To receive the City Council Agenda by e-mail, provide your e-mail address to the City Manager's office, or e-mail your 
request to the Deputy City Clerk at ttaylor@ci.cotati.ca.us 
 
Notice is hereby given that Council may discuss and/or take action on any or all of the items listed on this agenda. 
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Cotati City Council regarding any item on this agenda will be made 
available for public inspection in the City Manager’s office located at 201 West Sierra Avenue, Cotati, California, during 
normal business hours. 
 
Disabled Accommodation:  Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate formats to persons with 
disabilities as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Any person with a disability who 
requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting should contact the Deputy City Clerk at (707) 
665-3622 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  
 
Waiver Warning:  If you challenge decisions/direction of the City Council of the City of Cotati in court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you or someone else raised at public hearing(s) described in this Agenda, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the City of Cotati at, or prior to, the public hearing(s). 
 
Those wishing to address the Council are asked to complete a speaker card and give it to the Deputy City Clerk. 
Please limit discussion to one presentation per individual and keep comments to 3 minutes or as the Mayor directs; 
when you are called, step to the podium and state your name and address for the record.  Persons wishing to 
address the Council are not required to identify themselves (Gov’t. Code § 54953.3); however, this information assists the 
Mayor by ensuring that all persons wishing to address the Council are recognized and it assists the Deputy City Clerk in 
preparing the City Council meeting minutes. 

 
6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION CALL TO ORDER (CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS) 

ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE)  

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (Government Code Section 54957.6) 
City Designated Representative: City Manager or designee 
Employee Organizations: (1) Cotati Employees Association (2) Cotati Police Officers Management 
Association (3) Cotati Police Officers Association 
 
7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION 

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
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ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 23, 2010 REGULAR MEETING AND NOTICE OF 
WAIVING OF READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES INTRODUCED 
AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Cotati Chamber of Commerce presents the Cotati Farmers Market, which takes place every 
Thursday through September 16 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. in La Plaza Park. 
 

 There will be a free Movie in the Park event on Friday July 16 with a showing of the family film 
‘Space Jam’ starting just after sunset in La Plaza park. 
 

 Cotati’s 18th Annual Kids Day Parade and Festival is taking place on Saturday July 17. The parade 
starts at 10:00 a.m. and the fun continues at the festival in La Plaza park. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  

CITIZEN BUSINESS  

DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

2.  AGREEMENT WITH SUSAN JONES FOR TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
(INTERIM POLICE CHIEF) (Administrative Services) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion authorizing the City Manager to sign an 
agreement with Susan Jones for temporary employment services (Police Chief). 
 

3. SECOND AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT TO WITH ROBERT STEWART: 
TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT SERVICES (POLICE CHIEF) (Administrative Services) 
(Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion authorizing the City Manager to sign the 
second amendment to the agreement with Robert Stewart for temporary employment services 
(Police Chief). 
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4. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND FILING THE NOTICE OF 
COMPLETION, BLANTON CYPRESS PARTNERS, LLC, 8910 CYPRESS AVENUE 
(Public Works/Engineering) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution accepting the public improvements and 
directing the City Clerk to forward the Notice of Completion the County Recorder for recordation. 
 

5. REDWOOD EMPIRE WEIGHTLIFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS EVENT IN LA PLAZA 
PARK (Police) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion to:  1) Approve the use of La Plaza Park and 
the Bandstand on Saturday, July 3, 2010 between the hours of 6:30 AM and 8:00 PM for the 
Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships; 2) Authorize amplified announcing and music in 
La Plaza Park between the hours of 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM; 3) Authorize selling and consumption of 
Alcoholic Beverages in La Plaza Park; and 4) Authorize the temporary closure of four parking 
spaces to the rear of the Bandstand to serve as the warm-up area. 
 

6. ACCORDION FESTIVAL EVENT IN LA PLAZA PARK (Police) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the temporary closure of 
certain streets to facilitate the festival as well as approving the 2010 Cotati Accordion Festival 
event, scheduled for Saturday August 21, 2010 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and on 
Sunday August 22, 2010 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. which includes the use and 
fencing of La Plaza Park and surrounding areas, the sale of beer and wine, and the playing of 
amplified music.  
 

7. 18TH ANNUAL KIDS DAY PARADE AND FESTIVAL (Police) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the temporary closure of 
certain streets between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 17, 2010, to facilitate 
the 18th annual Kids Day Parade and Festival and further, authorize amplified music in La Plaza 
Park during the same time period. 
 

8. SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE OUTSTANDING 
BACKFLOW TESTING CHARGES AND DIRECTING LEVYING OF ASSESSMENTS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 (Administrative Services) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution to set a public hearing date on July 14, 
2010, to receive all oral and written protests to the amount of Fiscal Year 2010-11 backflow testing 
charges. 
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9. SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING LANDSCAPING AND 
LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATES (Administrative Services) 
(Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council approve 10 resolutions (one for each Assessment District) 
to set a public hearing date on July 14, 2010, to receive all oral and written protests to the amount of 
Fiscal Year 2010-2011 for the 1) Valparaiso Vista Subdivision, 2) Quail Hollow IV Subdivision, 3) 
Sommers Subdivision, 4) Macklin I Subdivision, 5) Sierra Meadows Subdivision, 6) Oak Knolls 
Subdivision, 7) Garden Gate Subdivision, 8) Park Meadows Subdivision, 9) Santero Way 
Developments, and 10) Altman Acres Subidivison Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance 
Assessment Districts for Fiscal Year 2010-2011. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 

10. PERMANENT SIGNAGE – US 101 CENTRAL A PROJECT (Public Works/Engineering) 
(Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution designating the “Downtown Cotati” 
name to be placed on the permanent exit signage for State Highway 116. 
 

11. COTATI INTERMODAL FACILITY – AUTHORIZING FILING AN APPLICATION FOR 
TRANSPORTATION FOR LIVABLE COMMUNITIES (TLC) GRANT (Public 
Works/Engineering) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City to file an application 
for a Transportation for Livable Communities (TLC) grant to fully fund the Cotati Intermodal 
Facility construction. 
 

12. POSSIBLE VEHICLE LICENSE FEE ON NOVEMBER 2010 BALLOT (City Manager) 
(Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council discuss the Sonoma County Transportation Authority’s 
(SCTA) proposal to pursue a $10 vehicle registration fee on the November 2010 ballot. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

13. INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE THAT WOULD ESTABLISH REGULATIONS 
FOR MASSAGE PRACTITIONERS AND MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS  (Community 
Development) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the Council introduce an ordinance to provide regulations for massage 
therapy businesses and massage professionals  
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ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND CALL TO ORDER 
OF JOINT MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COTATI COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CONSENT CALENDAR (JOINT MEETING) 

14. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS (Administrative Services) (Action) 

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for May 27th, 2010 – June 9th, 2010. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA (JOINT MEETING) 

15. ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION  ESTABLISHING AN APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XIII.B OF THE CALIFORNIA 
CONSTITUTION AS AMENDED BY PROPOSITION 111 (Administrative Services) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council / Agency Board of Directors adopt a resolution establishing 
an appropriations limit for Fiscal Year 2010-11 pursuant to Article XIII.B of the California 
Constitution as amended by Proposition 111. 
 

16. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS APPROVING THE FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 BUDGET 
(Administrative Services) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council / Agency Board of Directors adopt resolutions approving 
the City of Cotati/Cotati Redevelopment Agency budget for fiscal year 2010-2011. 
 

17. AGREEMENTS WITH HOUSING LAND TRUST REGARDING PROPERTY ON EAST 
COTATI AVENUE KNOWN AS RYAN LANE (Community Development) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council: 1) Adopt a resolution approving an exclusive negotiating 
rights agreement with the Housing Land Trust of Sonoma County regarding the disposition and 
development  of property located on East Cotati Avenue and authorizing the execution thereof ; and 
2) adopt a resolution approving a Predevelopment Grant Agreement and Assignment Agreement 
with the Housing Land Trust of Sonoma County regarding property located on East Cotati Avenue 
and authorizing the execution thereof. 
 

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY 
COUNCIL 

CORRESPONDENCE AND PENDING LEGISLATION (Discussion and possible Action) 



City Council Agenda 
June 23, 2010 
Page 6 of 6 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (Discussion) 

ADJOURNMENT  

 
Certification of Posting of the Agenda:  I declare under penalty of perjury that I am employed by the City of Cotati and that I posted 
this agenda on the bulletin boards of City Hall, Veterans’ Memorial Building and the U.S. Post Office on or before June 18, 2010. 
 
/s/ Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 



 
 

DRAFT 
Subject to approval. 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COTATI COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

WEDNESDAY MAY 26, 2010, 6:30 PM CLOSED SESSION 
7:00 PM REGULAR MEETING  

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue 
 

 
6:30 PM CLOSED SESSION CALL TO ORDER (CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS)  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. There being no one wishing to 
comment, he adjourned to closed session in the City Manager’s office. 

ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE)  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL- EXISTING LITIGATION (Government Code 
Section 54956.9(a)) City of Cotati vs. Gilman Ranch, LLC; et. al. (Sonoma County Case # 244542) 
 
7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION 

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL  

Councilmembers present: Councilmembers Gilardi, Harvey, Landman, and Mayor Coleman-Senghor 
Absent:  Vice Mayor Orchard 

Staff present: Administrative Services Director Jone Hayes, Acting Community Development 
Director/Assistant to the City Manager Marsha Sue Lustig, City Engineer/Director of Public Works 
Damien O’Bid, Administrative Secretary Keri Pajon, Engineering Technician Kevin Fredrickson, City 
Attorney Rich Rudnansky, Police Chief Robert Stewart, City Manager Dianne Thompson 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Ms. Van Dyke led the pledge of allegiance. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2010 REGULAR MEETING AND NOTICE OF 
WAIVING OF READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES INTRODUCED 
AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action) 

Moved by Councilmember Harvey, seconded by Councilmember Landman and passed 
unanimously, to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2010 Regular meetings as submitted. 



DRAFT 
Subject to approval. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Cotati Chamber of Commerce presents the Cotati Farmers Market, which starts June 3rd and 
will run every Thursday through September 16 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. in La Plaza Park. 
 

 The 30th Annual Cotati Jazz Festival & Antiques Show is set for Saturday, June 19th starting at 12 
noon and continuing until 7:00 p.m. in La Plaza Park and other venues throughout Cotati. For more 
information, visit cotatijazz.com. 
 

 The Piano Project continues through Saturday June 19. Local non-profits, artists and youth have 
worked together to transform six old upright pianos into one-of-a-kind art pieces that are being 
displayed around Cotati. The pianos will be played during the Jazz Festival and auctioned off at the 
Piano Drop picnic on Sunday June 20 at Larsen's Feed & Pet Supply, which is located at the corner 
of Hwy 116 & Stony Point Road. The Piano Project is presented by the Cotati Arts Project and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 

HONORARY MAYOR 

 Honorary Mayor Marissa Gilardi of Phoenix High School provided a report to Council.   

NOT IN ATTENDANCE DUE TO A CONFLICT 

PRESENTATION 

 SOLAR IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

Chris Cone, Solar Implementation Plan Coordinator with Solar Sonoma County, presented a report 
to the Council. 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

City Manager Dianne Thompson reported the following: 

• SSU student not in attendance due to transition and time with school ending.  

• Mike Sandler with CLEAR ACT requested to take a photo of Council at the end of the conclusion 
of consent items. 

• Update on the Regional Climate Protection activities. Damien gave updated information. 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA Moved by Councilmember Harvey made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Landman and passed unanimously.   

CITIZEN BUSINESS  

George Barich addressed the Council on the following issues: 
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• The budget workshop that took place at the police department and comments the City Manager 
made suggesting Council take a 20% reduction in pay and benefits. 

• Rancho Adobe Fire Protection District has been sending a member of their staff to the Council 
Meetings and the Council should recognize their representative.   

• Suggested that the Council give up their paychecks and benefits as previously suggested.  

• Requested consent items 2, 3 4 5, and 6 be pulled. 

Joyce Garcia commented on the following:  

• Expressed concern that Council didn’t discuss necessities at the last budget study session. 

• Commented on statements that Pat Gilardi and Mayor Coleman-Senghor made during the study 
session regarding grants. 

• She asked Council when Ken Coleman’s formal complaint was going to be agendized.   

• She questioned why the mayor continues to refuse to face the flag or say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mike Sandler thanked the City for their climate protection efforts and asked for Council support on the 
CLEAR Act Resolution on the consent calendar.   

Sky Matula lives on Santero Way and expressed concern with the parking on that street.  He is in favor of 
painting the curb red to make it safe, but only if the parking situation is resolved.    

DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

None.  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously to pull 
item 4 from the consent calendar. 

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously to 
adopt items 3, 5 and 6 on the Consent Calendar. 

2. AMENDMENT OF COTATI MUNICIPAL 17.34 (LANDSCAPING STANDARDS) TO 
INCORPORATE WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING STANDARDS (Public 
Works/Engineering) (Action) 
 
Ordinance No. 826 entitled: ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
REPEALING AND  REENACTING EXISTING COTATI CITY CODE CHAPTER 17.34 
LANDSCAPING STANDARDS, AND AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTER 17.90 
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DEFINITIONS AND THE TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CITY OF COTATI LAND USE 
CODE 
 
It is recommended by staff that the Council adopt an ordinance repealing and reenacting Cotati City 
Code Chapter 17.34 Landscaping Standards, and amending portions of Chapter 17.90 Definitions 
and the Table of Contents of the City of Cotati Land Use Code. 
 

3.  DECLARE CITY PROPERTY SURPLUS AND DIRECT THAT IT BE DONATED 
(Administrative Services) (Action) 
 
Motion declaring certain City computer equipment as surplus and direct that it be donated to the 
Computers & Education "Computer Recycling Center", a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion to declare certain City computer equipment 
as surplus and direct that it be donated to the Computers & Education "Computer Recycling 
Center", a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
 

4. DESIGNATE A 45 FOOT SECTION OF SANTERO WAY ON THE NORTHEAST SIDE OF 
THE STREET A NO PARKING AREA AND DIRECT STAFF TO COMPLETE THE 
APPROPRIATE STREET MARKINGS (Police) (Action) 
 
Chief Stewart Presented this item.  
 
Chief Stewart answered Council’s questions. 
 
Ms. Johnson, HOA and Board President confirmed that the HOA is in support of the red curb. 
 
Discussion ensued on parking and restricted times for parking. 
 
Councilmember Gilardi spoke to her experience on the Planning Commission and the intent for the 
parking in that area.  
 
Mayor Coleman-Sengor opened the floor for public comment 
 
George Barich commented on this item, expressing frustration that the development wasn’t handled 
correctly by the planning department.  
  
Sky Matula, Santero Way Resident and HOA Board Member agreed that the curb should be painted 
red but not until the parking issue is resolved. 
 
Ms. Johnson stated that the red curb is necessary for safety reasons. 
 
Citizen Comment Closed at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Gilardi commented on the vision of the project and the parking.  She supports 
painting the curb red due to the safety issue.  
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Commissioner Harvey agreed with Councilmember Gilardi that safety is the utmost importance and 
requested that a reevaluation be done reviewing the parking that is closed at night. 
 
Mayor Coleman-Senghor would like to recommend a study be done to examine the need to have the 
parking closed at night.  He is in support of painting the curb red as proposed.  
 
Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Landman and passed unanimously 
to approve item 4 of the Consent Calendar, recommending that the City Council adopt a motion to 
authorized that a 45 foot section of Santero Way on the northeast side of the street be designated a 
No Parking zone and that staff be directed to complete an evaluation for the appropriate street 
parking.  
 

5. CLEAR ACT – SUPPORTING CARBON LIMITS AND ENERGY FOR AMERICA’S 
RENEWAL (S.2877) (City Manager) (Action) 
 
Resolution No. 2010-22 entitled: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COTATI IN SUPPORT OF THE CLEAR ACT AND ENCOURAGING THE CALIFORNIA AIR 
RESOURCES BOARD TO ENACT RULES FOR AB32 IMPLEMENTATION; and motion 
authorizing the Mayor to send a letter of support 
 
It is recommended that the City Council: 1) adopt a resolution supporting the Carbon Limits and 
Energy for America’s Renewal (CLEAR) Act (S.2877) and urging the California Air Resources 
Board to enact rules for AB32 (Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006) that protect households by 
auctioning permits to fossil fuel importers and producers and returning the majority of revenues; and 
2) adopt a motion authorizing the Mayor to send a letter of support. 
 

6. ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
TWO AGREEMENTS WITH THE STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A LOCAL TRANSACTION AND USE TAX (Administrative 
Services) (Action) 
 
Resolution No. 2010-23 entitled: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COTATI AUTHORIZING 
CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS WITH THE STATE BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF A LOCAL TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAX 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute 
the following two agreements with the State Board of Equalization for implementation of a local 
transaction and use tax: 1) Agreement for Preparation to Administer and Operate City’s 
Transactions and Use Tax Ordinance; and 2) Agreement for State Administration of City 
Transactions and Use Tax. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

7. APPROVAL FOR THE USE OF LA PLAZA PARK AND BANDSTAND ON SUNDAY 
JULY 11, 2010 TO FACILITATE A FREE CONCERT CALLED ROCK FOR NO ROCK 
SPONSORED BY ZONE MUSIC TO RAISE COMMUNITY AWARENESS OF THE 
ROBLAR ROAD QUARRY PROJECT AND CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO 
WAIVE PARK USE FEES (Police) (Action) 
 
Chief Stewart presented the staff report.  He stated that the request for a fee waiver has been  
withdrawn and the funds have been received. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

Frank Hayhurst of Zone Music spoke about the event and invited the mayor to speak at the event.   

George Barich requested an explanation of the fees for the park. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the floor to public comment. 

Discussion ensued about the event.   

Mayor Coleman-Senghor thanked zone music and stated that he was pleased that they were moving 
forward with the event.  

Chief Stewart explained the increase in the fees for the park usage.  

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Landman and passed unanimously 
to recommend that the City Council adopt a motion to authorize the use of La Plaza Park and 
Bandstand for a free concert sponsored by Zone Music on Sunday July 11, 2010 to bring community 
awareness to the Roblar Road Quarry project. 
 

8. REVISION TO MAYORS' AND COUNCILMEMBERS' ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS (City 
Manager) (Action) 
 
Dianne Thompson presented the staff report. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

There being no one wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment period. 

Discussion ensued. 

Moved by Councilmember Landman, seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously 
to recommended that the Council adopt a motion to support revision to the Sonoma County Mayors’ 
and Councilmembers’ Association bylaws. 
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9. RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT BY MAYORS’ AND COUNCILMEMBERS’ 
ASSOCIATION CITY SELECTION COMMITTEE TO LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 
COMMISSION (LAFCO) (ALTERNATE POSITION) (City Manager) (Action) 
 
Councilmember Landman presented the staff report. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

George Barich commented about Councilmember Landman using City stationary for his letter. 

There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment 
period. 

Dianne Thompson explained the standard practice of Council using City stationary. 

Discussion ensued regarding the LAFCO Alternate Position.   

Councilmember Landman explained the responsibilities of this position 

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously 
to recommended that the Council adopt a motion to support Councilmember Mark Landman from 
those Sonoma County Councilmembers who have submitted letters of interest for appointment by 
the Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association City Selection Committee to Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO) (Alternate position). 

 
ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND CALL TO ORDER 
OF JOINT MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor adjourned the Regular meeting and called to order the joint meeting at 8:12 p.m.

CONSENT CALENDAR  

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously to 
adopt item 10 on the Consent Calendar. 

10. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS (Administrative Services) (Action) 

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for April 29th, 2010 – May 12th, 2010. 
 

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY 
COUNCIL 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor adjourned the Joint meeting and called to order the Regular meeting at 8:13 
p.m. 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND PENDING LEGISLATION (Discussion and possible Action) 

11. REQUEST FROM SONOMA COUNTY TRANSPORATION AUTHORITY/REGIONAL 
CLIMATE PROTECTION AUTHORITY (SCTA/RPCA) FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT 
FOR SB730 (City Manager) (Action) 
 
Dianne Thompson presented the staff report. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

There being no one wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment period. 

Discussion ensued.  

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Harvey and passed unanimously 
to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter of support for SB730.   

  
CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (Discussion) 

Councilmember Landman attended the Russian River Watershed meeting and updated the Council on 
items that were discussed. 

Dianne Thompson as requested by the Mayor spoke about the Cotati Intermodal facility project. 

ADJOURNMENT  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m. to closed session. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Keri Lee Pajon 
Administrative Secretary 



Item No. 2 
 
 
 
 
AGREEMENT WITH SUSAN JONES FOR TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICES (INTERIM POLICE CHIEF) (Administrative Services) (Action) 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion authorizing the City Manager to 
sign an agreement with Susan Jones for temporary employment services (Police Chief). 
 
 

STAFF REPORT TO FOLLOW 



 



 
Item No. 3 

 
City Council  

Consent Calendar  
 
Subject: Second Amended to Agreement with Robert Stewart: Temporary 

Employment Services   
 
Date:     June 23, 2010 
 
Writtn By:    Jone Hayes, Director of Administrative Services 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion authorizing the City Manager to sign the 
second amendment to agreement with Robert Stewart for temporary employment services 
(Police Chief). 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Discussion: 
 
The attached amended employment agreement between Robert Stewart and the City incorporates 
two changes to Mr. Stewart’s existing agreement.  The changes: 

-increase the term of the agreement to July 12, 2010 
-add additional hours for the period of July 1, 2010 to July 12, 2010 

 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
None.   
 
Attachment: 
Amendment to agreement 
 



 



 
H:\CCREPORTS\2010\20100623\AGRMT.STEWART.POLICE CHIEF 2ND AMENDED EMP AGREEMENT.ATT.DOC 

AMENDMENT TO TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
Police Chief 

 
 

This Amendment to Temporary Employment Services Agreement - Police Chief is made 
effective as of July 1, 2010, by and between CITY OF COTATI (herein “City”) and ROBERT 
W. STEWART (herein “Employee”) at Cotati, California, with reference to the following facts: 
 

RECITALS 
 

A. WHEREAS, City and Employee entered into a Temporary Employment Services  
      Agreement on January 1, 2010 (“Current Agreement”); and 
 
B. WHEREAS, City and Employee entered into an Amendment for Temporary 

Employment Services Agreement on April 14, 2010 (“Current Agreement”); and 
 
C. WHEREAS, City wishes to continue to retain the services of Employee as the  
      Police Chief and Employee wishes to continue to provide said services; and 

 
D.  WHEREAS, City and Employee now desire to amend the Current Agreement to         
       provide for an increase in term of the agreement. 

  
NOW THEREFORE, City and Employee agree as follows: 
 
1. Article 1 of the Current Agreement is hereby amended to read as follows:  
 

The term of this AGREEMENT shall commence on January 1, 2010 and continue 
through and including July 12, 2010. The terms of this AGREEMENT may be terminated 
with thirty days written notice by either party 

 
2. Article 3 of the Current Agreement is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
EMPLOYEE shall have full power and authority to manage and conduct all the business 
of CITY’s Police Department as is provided for by the CITY’s Municipal Code and other 
applicable statutory provisions. In addition, EMPLOYEE shall devote up to 960 hours 
between January 1, 2010 and June 30, 2010, and additional hours between July 1, 2010 
and July 12, 2010 as are fairly and reasonably necessary, absent emergencies and 
exceptional circumstances, to performing the duties of CHIEF for CITY.  This includes 
duties performed at the CITY governmental offices or on official CITY business as 
approved by the City Manager. 

 
3. Article 4 of the Current Agreement is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
CITY shall pay EMPLOYEE for his services hereunder as CHIEF and EMPLOYEE shall 
accept as full and complete compensation for said services the sum of $65.00 per hour.  
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During the term of this contract, said payments shall be made for actual hours work in bi-
weekly installments in accordance with the current CITY practice, not to exceed 960 
hours between January 1, 2010 and June 30, 2010 and additional hours between July1, 
2010 and July 12, 2010. There shall be no contribution of any kind to the public 
employees’ retirement system (PERS.)  

 
 In no event shall EMPLOYEE be compensated for more than nine hundred sixty (960) 
 hours of service in the fiscal year 2009-2010, under the terms of this AGREEMENT. 
 

In no event shall EMPLOYEE be compensated for more than sixty-five (65)hours of 
service in the fiscal year 2010-2011, under the terms of this AGREEMENT. 

 
4. In all other regards, the Current Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
 
The parties hereto have executed this Amendment to the Temporary Employment Agreement - 
Police Chief on the dates specified immediately adjacent to their respective signatures. 
 
City: 
 
CITY OF COTATI, a Municipal Corporation  
 
 
 
BY:       __________________________________           DATE:        ____________    
                 
    Dianne Thompson, City Manager  
 
                      
 
 _________________________________________             DATE:       ____________ 
            Robert W. Stewart, Employee: 
 
                                                               
 Approved as to Form: 
 
 
______________________________ 
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Item No. 4 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Acceptance of Public Improvements and Filing the Notice of Completion,  

Blanton Cypress Partners, LLC, 8910 Cypress Avenue 
 

Date:  June 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Marsha Sue Lustig, Interim Director of Community Development 
  Damien O’Bid, City Engineer / Director of Public Works 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution accepting the public improvements 
and directing the City Clerk to forward the Notice of Completion the County Recorder for 
recordation. 
 
 
Background 
 
On September 14, 2005, the City Council approved the Parcel Map and on August 21, 2007 
entered in the Subdivision Improvement Agreement (SIA) with Blanton Cypress Partners, LLC 
to subdivide a 4.37-acre parcel located at 8910 Cypress Avenue into three parcels.   
 
City Staff conducted a final inspection on June 9, 2010.  
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
The public improvements have been inspected by City staff and found to conform with the 
approved project plans, SIA and City standards.  The applicant has complied with all Conditions 
of Approval.  The Notice of Completion (NOC) is attached for the Council’s reference.  Prior to 
recordation of the NOC, the following administrative actions are required by the applicant: 
 

1. Provide final mylar and electronic record site improvement drawings; and 
2. Provide the required maintenance bonds. 

 
Financial Considerations 
 
None. 
 



City Council Staff Report 
Acceptance of Public Improvements, Blanton Subdivision, 8910 Cypress Avenue 
June 23, 2010 
 
 

Page 2 of 2 

Environmental Issues  
 
None. 
 
City Engineer’s Statement: 
 
All public improvements that were constructed are accurately depicted in the record 
Improvement Plans.  The applicant will be required to file 1-year public improvement and 
landscape maintenance bonds for 10% of the engineers estimate and warranty all work for one 
year in accordance with the Subdivision Improvement Agreement. 
 
Director of Community Development’s Statement: 
 
Applicable Conditions of Approval have been satisfied in the Improvement Plans. 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed resolution 
2. Notice of Completion 



 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI ACCEPTING 
THE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND FILING THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION, 

8910 CYPRESS AVENUE 
 
WHEREAS,  On September 14, 2005, the City Council approved the Parcel Map and on 
August 21, 2007 entered in the Subdivision Improvement Agreement (SIA) with Blanton 
Cypress Partners, LLC to subdivide a 4.37-acre parcel located at 8910 Cypress Avenue into 
three parcels, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the public improvements have been inspected by City staff and found to conform 
with the approved project plans and City standards, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant has complied with all Conditions of Approval. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that the 
public improvements are complete, incorporates all applicable requirements of the Conditions 
of Approval, and the City Clerk is hereby directed to file the Notice of Completion with the 
County Recorder, and; 

 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
GILARDI  
HARVEY  
LANDMAN  
ORCHARD  
 

Approved:________________________________ 
           Robert Coleman-Senghor, Mayor 

Attest:____________________________ 
Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Rich Rudnansky, City Attorney 
 
 





Item No. 5 
City Council Agenda 

Consent Calendar  
 
Subject: Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships Event in La Plaza Park  

Date:   June 23, 2010 

Written By:   Robert Stewart, Chief of Police 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a motion to:  1) Approve the use of La 
Plaza Park and the Bandstand on Saturday, July 3, 2010 between the hours of 6:30 AM 
and 8:00 PM for the Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships; 2) Authorize 
amplified announcing and music in La Plaza Park between the hours of 9:00 AM and 
7:00 PM; 3) Authorize selling and consumption of Alcoholic Beverages in La Plaza Park; 
and 4) Authorize the temporary closure of four parking spaces to the rear of the 
Bandstand to serve as the warm-up area. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background: 
 
Myles Ahead Fitness of Rohnert Park and the Pacific Weightlifting Association have 
proposed holding the 4th Annual Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships in La 
Plaza Park on Saturday, July 3, 2010.  This event debuted in La Plaza Park in June of 
2007 and has subsequently grown in popularity each consecutive year.  The hosting 
organizations have requested approval for the sale and consumption of alcoholic 
beverages in La Plaza Park.  Additionally, they have requested four (4) parking spaces at 
the rear of the bandstand be blocked off the day of the event to be utilized as the “warm-
up” area. 
 
Analysis/Discussion: 
 
The Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships will involve over sixty teams 
competing at various skill levels.  The competition will involve several nationally ranked 
junior competitors who will earn points towards their national standing, and ultimately, a 
chance to compete on the United States Olympic Team.  The event will require the use of 
La Plaza Park, the Bandstand, and four (4) parking spaces on Saturday, July 3, 2010 from 
7:00 AM through 8:00 PM.  Amplified music and announcing will be used between the 
9:00 AM and 7:00 PM during the event.  The event will be free of charge to all who 
attend as it is supported by both local and out of the area sponsors.   
 
The event organizers are requesting authorization for the sales and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages and food in the park during the event.  The Pacific Weight Lifting 
Association is in the process of requesting a Special One-Day Beer & Wine Alcohol 
License from the State Office of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).  A copy of the One-



Day Beer & Wine Alcohol License shall be submitted to the Chief of Police or his 
designee no later than two (2) weeks prior to the event.  In an effort to ensure proper 
monitoring of the consumption of alcohol and the safety of both the competitors and the 
audience, there will be six clearly identified staff members on site throughout the event. 
 
The event organizers shall be responsible for obtaining trash and recycling bins from 
Redwood Empire Disposal that shall be dropped off at La Plaza park prior to the event 
and picked up by Monday, July 5, 2010.  The event organizers shall also be responsible 
for cleaning up the park after the event. 
 
Financial Considerations:  
Park rental fee of $200 has been paid in addition to a $250 cleaning deposit.  
 
Estimated costs associated with the placement of temporary “No Parking” signs and 
barricades and the closure of three parking spaces as follows: 
 
Equipment: 
Utility Pick-Up rental rate one (1) hour @ $13.63 hr.   $ 13.63 
          
Sign Placement (24 hours in advance and sign removal): 
Maintenance Workers (1): 1 hours @ regular pay     58.90 

    
Total estimated costs excluding park rental:                       $ 72.53  
 
Applicant will provide a deposit of $100 dollars to cover actual costs for placement of 
barricades and signs. Any amount not utilized will be returned to applicant within 30 day 
from the event.  
 
Legal Considerations:  
The event promoter will be required to provide evidence (certificates and endorsements) 
of insurance coverage to the City which is acceptable to the Director of Administrative 
Services at least three (3) weeks prior to the event.  
 
Environmental Issues:  
None 
 
Attachments:  Park use application. 
 







Item No. 6 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Accordion Festival Event in La Plaza Park 

 
Date:  June 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Robert Stewart, Chief of Police 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the temporary closure of 
certain streets to facilitate the festival as well as approving the 2010 Cotati Accordion Festival 
event, scheduled for Saturday August 21, 2010 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and 
on Sunday August 22, 2010 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. which includes the use 
and fencing of La Plaza Park and surrounding areas, the sale of beer and wine, and the playing of 
amplified music. 
 
 
Background 
 
On Saturday, August 21, 2010, and Sunday, August 22, 2010, the Cotati Accordion Festival 
Board of Directors will host the Twentieth Annual Accordion Festival in the downtown area.  As 
is noted in the attached Request for Use of City of Cotati Facilities form, the event coordinators 
are once again requesting permission to use La Plaza Park, the Bandstand with electricity, and 
the area surrounding the park resulting in the street closures as listed in Exhibit A.  Council 
approval is also required in order for the organizers to fence the festival area, to sell beer and 
wine and to play amplified music. 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
The applicant has requested use of La Plaza Park on August 21, 2010 through August 22, 2010 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  The police department supports the requested 
hours and recommends that amplified music be limited to the time period of 9:30 a.m. to 9:00 
p.m. to alleviate noise impacts to the residential neighborhood. Staff recommends the traffic 
routing plan that has been used for the past ten years. This plan has proven to lessen negative 
community impact by keeping Old Redwood Highway and East Cotati Avenue open throughout 
the event.  The plan also allows for parking on William Street, Olof Street, Henry Street and La 
Plaza Avenue between East Cotati Avenue and Old Redwood Highway and only affects one bus 
stop. 
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As we have done in recent years, “No Parking” signs will be placed in the bicycle lanes on West 
Sierra Avenue from La Plaza Avenue to East School Street.  This will serve to inform drivers 
that this in not additional or overflow parking for the festival.  It will also ensure that the bicycle 
lanes remain open for their designated use. 
 
Exhibit A describes the street closures and parking restrictions necessary to effect the orderly 
movement of vehicle and pedestrian traffic between August 20, 2010 beginning around 8:00 a.m. 
and ending August 23, 2010 around 11:00 a.m.  All parking restriction signage will be put into 
place at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the street closures to allow for enforcement 
activity. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The anticipated ‘hard’ cost (fee waiver and direct cost) to the City of Cotati for the Twentieth  
Annual Accordion Festival are shown below.  Estimated ‘soft’ costs, such as the time to prepare 
this staff report, to coordinate the services of public works and the police department, and to 
review business license and insurance information, are not included as the cost for these 
services have been traditionally waived by Council..    
 
This year’s closure requires Public Works personnel to work on an overtime basis while closing 
the streets for the event. The amounts below DO NOT include the rental costs for barricades and 
delineators, which will remain the responsibility of the Accordion Festival. 
 
Park Use/Street Closure Fees (historically waived) 
Street Closure Fee ($250 x 4 days)     $  1,000.00  
Park Rental Fee ($600 x 2 days)            1,200.00  
     Total Fees    $  2,400.00 
 
 

Hard Costs 
 

No Parking Sign Placement and Preparations: 
Preparation: 
Maintenance Workers (2): 4 hours          134.34 
 
Placement: 
Field Maintenance Supervisor: 1.5 hours           59.86 
Maintenance Workers (3): 4.5 hours                     151.13               
Notification Notices and Postage:  
Postcards &, labels (200)           40.00 
Postage (postcard rate, same as bulk without license)       48.00 

Street Closures: 
Field Maintenance Supervisor: 8 hours @ overtime pay     478.88 
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Maintenance Workers (2): 16 hours @ overtime pay      806.08 
      Total Direct Costs    $1718.29  
 
Due to the City’s current budget crisis, it is recommended that the Accordion Festival pay all 
direct costs incurred by the City to facilitate their event.  As was required last year, a deposit for 
the direct costs which total $ 1,718.29 this year will be required to be paid within 30 days of 
approval of the application. Actual charges will be billed against that deposit account and any 
balance remaining will be remitted to the Accordion Festival within 90 days of the festival. This 
is a not to exceed amount, and the Festival will not be required to pay for any additional costs 
above the estimated amount. 
 
Lastly, to maintain consistency with other events held in La Plaza Park, staff is requesting that 
the Accordion Festival operate under a single business license covering vendors that do not 
presently have a City of Cotati business license. The Festival will collect a fee of $15 per vendor 
and remit to the City within 30 days of the event.   
 
Legal Considerations: 
 
California Vehicle Code Section 21101(e) authorizes the temporary closing of a portion of any 
street for celebrations, parades, local special events and other purposes when, in the opinion of 
local authorities having jurisdiction, the closing is necessary for the safety and protection of 
persons who are to use that portion of the street during the temporary closing. 
 
The event promoter will be required to provide evidence (certificates and endorsements) of 
insurance coverage to the City which is acceptable to the Director of Administrative Services at 
least three (3) weeks prior to the event. 
 
The promoter must obtain a temporary sales permit from the State Alcoholic Beverage Control to 
serve alcoholic beverages.. 
 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
None 
 
Attachments: 
 
Proposed resolution with Exhibit A - Street Closure Information  
Park Use & Facilities Request Form 



 
RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CERTAIN STREETS ON 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 2010, THROUGH MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 2010, 

TO FACILITATE THE ACCORDION FESTIVAL 
 
 
 

 WHEREAS, on Saturday, August 21, 2010, and Sunday, August 22, 2010, the 
Cotati Accordion Festival board will host the Twentieth Annual Accordion Festival in the 
downtown area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, California Vehicle Code Section 211101(e) authorizes temporary 
street closures where certain conditions exist; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it will be necessary to temporarily close certain streets as described 
in Exhibit A (attached) beginning on Friday, August 20, 2010 at 8:00 a.m., through 
Monday, August 23, 2010 at 11:00 a.m.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police of the City of Cotati has arranged for temporary 
street closure and traffic rerouting which will minimize the traffic hazard conditions and 
allow for orderly movement of traffic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police is in contact with the Chief of the Rancho Adobe 
Fire Protection District, ambulance services and others who may need ingress, egress or 
ability to traverse the affected area and has reasonably provided for their needs. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Cotati that the Chief of Police is to effect the temporary street closure and traffic 
rerouting beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, August 20, 2010, and ending at 11:00 a.m. on 
Monday, August 23, 2010, as deemed necessary; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police communicate needed 
temporary street closure and traffic rerouting to fire, ambulance and other emergency 
providers, including a plan for accessibility. 
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IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced 

and legally adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on 
the 23rd day of June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
GILARDI  
HARVEY  
LANDMAN  
ORCHARD  
 
      Approved:      
                                                                                                           Mayor 
 
Attest:      
                  Deputy City Clerk 
 



 

                                                         
EXHIBIT A  

 
To  Resolution No.  _______ 

 
 

 
The following streets will be closed Friday, August 20, 2010, 8:00 a.m., through 
Monday, August 23, 2010, 11:00 a.m.: 
 

 West Sierra Avenue between Old Redwood Highway and La Plaza 
 

 West Cotati Avenue from William/Olaf Streets to La Plaza 
 

 La Plaza – from Old Redwood Highway to West Cotati Avenue 
 

 La Plaza – from West Cotati Avenue to West Sierra Avenue 
 
The following traffic lanes will be closed to through traffic between Friday, August 
20, 2010, 8:00 a.m., through Monday, August 23, 2010 , 11:00 a.m.: 
 

 No. 2 Westbound Lane of East Cotati Avenue at the intersection of Old       
Redwood Highway 

 
 No. 1, left turn lane, of Old Redwood Highway onto West Sierra Avenue 

 
 Left turn lane on Old Redwood Highway, Northbound at La Plaza North 

 
The following streets may be designated “No Parking” in order to ease congestion 
on the detour routes: 
 

 La Plaza – from West Sierra Avenue to Old Redwood Highway (South side 
of the roadway) 

 
 La Plaza – the first eight parking spaces running north from West Sierra 

Avenue to be blocked off on Thursday evening 
 

 West Cotati Avenue – from Olaf Street to La Plaza (South side of the 
roadway) 

 
 West Sierra Avenue – from La Plaza to East School Street 

 
The following street will be designated for “handicapped parking:” 
 

 West Cotati Avenue (midblock) to La Plaza (North side of the roadway) 





 



Item No. 7 
 
 
 
 
18TH ANNUAL KIDS DAY PARADE AND FESTIVAL 
 
 
 
 

STAFF REPORT TO FOLLOW 



 



 Item No. 8 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Setting a Public Hearing Date for Establishing the Outstanding Backflow Testing Charges 

and Directing Levying of Assessments for Fiscal Year 2010-11 
 
Date:  June 23, 2010 
 
Written By: Jone Hayes, Director of Administrative Services  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve a resolution to set a public hearing date on July 14, 
2010, to receive all oral and written protests to the amount of Fiscal Year 2010-11 backflow testing 
charges. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background 
 
The City of Cotati established backflow testing requirements with Ordinance No. 773.  This Ordinance 
transferred the responsibility for testing and associated costs from the City of Cotati to the property owner 
and also allowed levying of assessment of outstanding backflow charges onto their property taxes.  Under 
California State law, the City is required to hold a public hearing annually to set the assessment rates for 
the following year for each outstanding backflow testing charge.   
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
Adoption of the attached resolution will establish July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to 
receive oral and written protests to the amount of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments for the outstanding 
backflow testing charges. 

 
Financial Considerations 
 
The costs of back flow testing are expected to be paid by owners of the property for which the testing was 
performed.  
 
Environmental Issues 
 
None. 
 
 
Attachment: 
Proposed resolution 



RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI SETTING A 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE OUTSTANDING BACKFLOW 
TESTING CHARGES AND DIRECTING LEVYING OF ASSESSMENTS FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 773 adopted on May 25, 2005 added Chapter 13.20.070 regarding 
backflow testing expenses being considered a lien upon property. 
 
WHEREAS, there has been submitted to the City Council of the City of Cotati an itemized 
report showing outstanding backflow testing charges identified below. 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing to 
establish the outstanding backflow testing charges and direct levying of assessments thereof. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows by parcel 
number 
 
 
Parcel Number 

Outstanding 
Charges 

Exhibit “A” See Listing 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 



Exhibit "A"

APN
Outstanding 

Charges
144-800-003 41.59
144-010-019 41.59
144-770-029 41.59
144-770-034 41.59
144-770-066 41.59
144-770-037 41.59
144-760-040 41.59
144-440-024 41.59
144-760-004 41.59
144-151-034 41.59
144-770-058 41.59
144-040-021 820.00



 



Item No. 9 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
Subject: Setting a Public Hearing Date for Establishing Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance 

Assessment District Rates. 
 
Date:  June 23, 2010 
 
Initiated By: Jone Hayes, Director of Finance  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve 10 resolutions to set a public hearing date on July 14, 
2010, to receive all oral and written protests to the amount of Fiscal Year 2009-2010 for the 1) Valparaiso 
Vista Subdivision, 2) Quail Hollow IV Subdivision, 3) Sommers Subdivision, 4) Macklin I Subdivision, 
5) Sierra Meadows Subdivision, 6) Oak Knolls Subdivision, 7) Garden Gate Subdivision, 8) Park 
Meadows Subdivision, 9) Santero Way Developments, and 10) Altman Acres Subidivison Landscaping 
and Lighting Maintenance Assessment Districts for Fiscal Year 2010-11. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background 
 
The City of Cotati established assessment districts to pay the maintenance costs of landscaping and 
lighting in the Valparaiso Vista, Quail Hollow IV, Sommers, Macklin I, Sierra Meadows, Oak Knolls, 
Garden Gate, Park Meadows, Santero Way Developments, and Altman Acres subdivisions.  Under 
California State law, the City is required to hold a public hearing annually to set the assessment rates for 
the following year for each assessment district.   
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
Adoption of the attached resolutions will establish July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to 
receive oral and written protests to the amount of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments for the 
maintenance districts. 

 
Financial Considerations 
 
The costs of district services are expected to be paid by district assessments.  Because costs to provide 
services at the current level have increased in prior years and an inflation factor was not built into some of 
the districts, the City began to subsidize a portion of the costs with contributions from the General Fund in 
1998-99. Due to current budget constraints the City will not be subsidizing any of the assessment districts.   
A general fund subsidy of  $0 is anticipated to be required for Fiscal Year 2010-11.  
 
Environmental Issues 
 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
Proposed resolutions (10) 
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RESOLUTION NO______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI SETTING A 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING AND 

LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR VALPARAISO 
VISTA SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

ValparaisoVista Subdivision $158 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 

AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR QUAIL 
HOLLOW IV SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Quail Hollow IV Subdivision $40 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 



Y:\DATA\GROUP\EVERYONE\CCREPORTS\2010\20100623\LandscapeLightAssmentPHNdate.res.03.Sommers.doc 

RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 

AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR SOMMERS 
SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Sommers Subdivision – Duplex $0.00 
Sommers Subdivision – Triplex $0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010. 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 
AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR MACKLIN 

PHASE I SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Macklin Phase I Subdivision $32.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LIGHTING 
MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR SIERRA MEADOWS 

SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Lighting Maintenance 
Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Sierra Meadows Subdivision  $0.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 

AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR OAK 
KNOLL SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Oak Knoll Subdivision  $0.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 
AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR GARDEN 

GATE SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Garden Gate Subdivision  $0.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 

AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR PARK 
MEADOWS SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Park Meadows Subdivision  $0.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 
AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR SANTERO 

WAY DEVELOPMENTS LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010 as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Santero Way Developments  $0.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR ESTABLISHING THE LANDSCAPING 
AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT RATE FOR ALTMAN 

ACRES SUBDIVISION LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cotati established a Landscaping and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District for the subdivision listed below; and 
 
WHEREAS, California State law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually 
to establish assessment district rates. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati hereby 
establishes July 14, 2010, as the date for the public hearing to receive all oral or written protests 
to the amounts of the Fiscal Year 2010-11 assessments which are listed as follows. 
 
 
Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District 

Assessment Per 
Unit Per Year 

Altman Acres Subdivision  $0.00 
 

* * * * * * * * 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 23rd day of 
June, 2010, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR _____ 
ORCHARD   _____ 
GILARDI   _____ 
HARVEY   _____ 
LANDMAN   _____ 
 
 
 
      Approved: ________________________________ 

       Mayor 
 
Attest: ______________________________ 
    Deputy City Clerk 



Item No. 10 
 

City Council Agenda 
Regular Agenda 

 
 
Subject: Permanent Signage – US 101 Central A Project 

 
Date:  June 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Damien O’Bid, City Engineer / Director of Public Works 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Council adopt a resolution designating the “Downtown Cotati” name 
to be placed on the permanent exit signage for State Highway 116. 
 
 
Background 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has adopted the Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), which among other things establishes consistent road 
signage among the 50 states.  For the US 101 Central A Project (commonly known as the 
freeway widening between Rohnert Park Expressway and Pepper Road), the signage unit at 
Caltrans originally proposed to remove all place names from the permanent signs in accordance 
with the MUTCD guidance.   
 
In response to the Caltrans proposal to remove place names, on May 25, 2010, the Mayor and the 
Executive Director of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority sent separate letters to 
Caltrans on this issue.  Both letters were accompanied by a set of plans marked up by City staff 
in accordance with the MUTCD.   
 
On June 8, 2010, Caltrans responded to the City-provided mark-ups and agreed to all but one 
signage edit.  In accordance with the MUTCD, Caltrans is requiring the removal of the place 
name (Cotati) from the West Sierra Avenue exit overhead sign.  However, the place name 
“Cotati” will remain on the ground-mounted sign for this exit.   
 
In addition, Caltrans stated that a local resolution is needed confirming the language on the 
permanent exit signage at State Highway 116, as required by the MUTCD. 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
A summary of the Caltrans-approved signage changes including the following: 
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West Sierra Exit 
- Retaining the ground mounted exit sign "West Sierra Avenue - Cotati". 
- Removing "Cotati" from the overhead exit sign per MUTCD standards. 
- Adding a La Plaza historical marker sign on US 101 and at the off-ramp. 
- Adding directional signs for food and police services. 

  
State Highway 116 Exit 

- Modifying the ground mounted exit sign to add "Downtown Cotati", subject to a City 
Council resolution.   

- Modifying overhead exit signs in both directions to be consistent with above. 
- Modifying off-ramp signs for consistency. 
- Adding directional signs for food, fuel and park n ride. 
- There is currently a sign that says "Rohnert Park - Next 3 Exits" (north bound), with the 

116 exit being the first exit.  This sign is being moved to be north of Highway 116 and is 
modified to read "Next 2 Exits". 

 
In accordance with the MUTCD, the following names are allowable for a central exit: 
 

- Cotati Civic Center 
- Downtown Cotati 
- Cotati Central Business District 
- Cotati City Center 
- Cotati City Hall 
- Or a very similar message. 

 
The “City Hall” and “Civic Center” legends are not applicable to this exit, and the Cotati Central 
Business District is too long for the available signage space unless the letters are significantly 
condensed.  This leaves “Downtown Cotati” or “Cotati City Center” as viable options.  
“Downtown Cotati” is the staff recommendation, as it matches the existing nomenclature for the 
Downtown Specific Plan. 
 
The MUTCD only allows for one named central exit, so it is recommended that traffic is directed 
to the Highway 116 exit, which is the City’s primary commercial/retail corridor and is the 
downtown specific plan area. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
In accordance with the MUTCD, it is possible that Caltrans will request reimbursement for the 
La Plaza Historical Marker signs.  However, no such request has been received to date.  If such a 
change requires a budget appropriation, staff will return to Council to request direction. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
Attachment: Proposed resolution 



 



 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
DESIGNATING THE EXIT NAME FOR US ROUTE 101 (EXIT 481 B) AS 

“DOWNTOWN COTATI” 
 
WHEREAS, Caltrans is currently constructing the Central A Project, which consists of 
freeway widening between Rohnert Park Expressway and Pepper Road on US Route 101; and 
 
WHEREAS, Caltrans follows the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), as 
amended for California; and 
 
WHEREAS, and the MUTCD allows incorporated cities to designate the name of a single 
central exit through local resolution. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that, in 
accordance with the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices guidance for Civic 
Center area signs, it desires to place "Downtown Cotati" on guide signs along US Route 101 
directing motorists to the Highway 116 interchange (Exit 481 B). 
 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the twenty-third 
day of June, 2010 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
GILARDI  
HARVEY  
LANDMAN  
ORCHARD  
 

Approved:________________________________ 
           Robert Coleman-Senghor, Mayor 

Attest:____________________________ 
Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Rich Rudnansky, City Attorney 
 
 



Y:\DATA\GROUP\EVERYONE\CCREPORTS\2010\20100623\Intermodal TLC.sr.doc 

Item No. 11 
 

City Council Agenda 
Regular Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Cotati Intermodal Facility – Authorizing Filing an Application for Transportation 

for Livable Communities (TLC) grant 
 

Date:  June 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Damien O’Bid, City Engineer / Director of Public Works 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City to file an 
application for a Transportation for Livable Communities (TLC) grant to fully fund the Cotati 
Intermodal Facility construction. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) administers the regional Transportation for 
Livable Communities (TLC) grant.  In the current funding cycle, there is $40 million available 
region-wide, with a $6 million cap per project.   
 
The TLC grant is intended for projects that improve walking and bicycle access to public transit 
hubs and stations, major activity centers and neighborhood commercial districts to foster 
community vitality.  The program provides technical assistance and capital grants to help cities, 
neighborhoods, transit agencies and nonprofit agencies develop transportation-related projects 
fitting the TLC profile. 
 
The City of Cotati applied for $1,515,531 in grant funds for the Cotati Intermodal Facility.  The 
TLC grant is federal funding within the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 
(CMAQ) program, authorized by the Federal Surface Transportation Act. 
 
All recipients of TLC funding must provide the MTC with a resolution authorizing the City to 
file the application, execute the necessary agreements, follow the applicable guidelines, and 
commit the local non-federal 20% match. 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
In early July, the MTC will provide final authorization to fund the selected projects.  MTC staff 
have stated that the attached resolution must be provided to the MTC by the end of July.  The 
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TLC funds will pay for 100% of the plaza and depot building construction.  The park-n-ride 
facility is already fully funded.  SMART will be funding the adjacent platforms and auxiliary 
parking facility. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The $1,515,531 TLC grant will obligate the City to provide a 20% non-federal match 
($303,160.20).  The overall project cost is $4,584,920, which is tentatively funded as follows: 
 
FTA Grant 1,990,378 
TFCA Grant - SCT 358,703 
Sonoma County Transit TDA 285,513 
TFCA Grant – Cotati 20,000 
Regional TLC Grant 1,515,531 
City of Cotati Redevelopment* 414,795 
Total Project Cost $4,584,920 

 
The required local match can already be fully met through the Transportation Fund for Clean Air 
(TFCA) grant.  The TFCA grant is local funding generated from a $4 surcharge on vehicle 
registrations in the Bay Area and administered by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
(BAAQMD).  Note that the redevelopment funding has not yet been committed by the City 
Council, but it is expected that that sale of the property to Sonoma County Transit will 
generate $810,000 for the redevelopment agency. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Proposed resolution 
 
 



 

RESOLUTION NO. __________ 
 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (STP) AND/OR CONGESTION MITIGATION AND 
AIR QUALITY IMPROVEMENT (CMAQ) FUNDING AND COMMITTING THE 
NECESSARY NON-FEDERAL MATCH AND STATING THE ASSURANCE TO 
COMPLETE THE PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Cotati (herein referred to as APPLICANT) is submitting an 
application to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) for $1,515,531 in funding 
from the federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) and/or Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement (CMAQ) program for the City of Cotati Transit Center (herein referred 
to as PROJECT) for the MTC Resolution, No. 3925, New Federal Surface Transportation Act 
(FY 2009-10, FY 2010-11 and FY 2011-12) Cycle 1 STP/CMAQ Program: Project Selection 
Criteria, Policy, Procedures and Programming (herein referred to  as PROGRAM); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 
for Users (SAFETEA) (Public Law 109-59, August 10, 2005) authorized the Surface 
Transportation Program (23 U.S.C. § 133) and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program (CMAQ) (23 U.S.C. § 149) through September 30, 2009; and 
 
WHEREAS, SAFETEA has been extended through December 31, 2010 pursuant to Public 
Law 111-147, March 18, 2010 and may be subsequently extended pending enactment of 
successor legislation for continued funding; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to SAFETEA, and the regulations promulgated thereunder, eligible 
project sponsors wishing to receive federal Surface Transportation Program and/or Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (STP/CMAQ) funds for a project shall 
submit an application first with the appropriate Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), for 
review and inclusion in the MPO's Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the MPO for the nine 
counties of the San Francisco Bay region; and 
 
WHEREAS, MTC has adopted a Regional Project Funding Delivery Policy (MTC Resolution 
No. 3606, revised) that sets out procedures governing the application and use of STP/CMAQ 
funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, APPLICANT is an eligible project sponsor for STP/CMAQ funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, as part of the application for STP/CMAQ funding, MTC requires a resolution 
adopted by the responsible implementing agency stating the following: 
 

1. The commitment of necessary local matching funds of at least 20%; and 
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2. That the sponsor understands that the STP/CMAQ funding is fixed at the programmed 
amount, and therefore any cost increase cannot be expected to be funded with additional 
STP/CMAQ funds; and 

3. That the project will comply with the procedures specified in Regional Project Funding 
Delivery Policy (MTC Resolution No. 3606, revised); and 

4. The assurance of the sponsor to complete the project as described in the application, 
and if approved, as included in MTC's TIP; and 

5. That the project will comply with all the project-specific requirements as set forth in the 
PROGRAM; and 

6. That the project (transit only) will comply with MTC Resolution No. 3866, which sets 
forth the requirements of MTC’s Transit Coordination Implementation Plan to more 
efficiently deliver transit projects in the region. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that the 
APPLICANT is authorized to execute and file an application for funding for the PROJECT 
under the Surface Transportation Program (STP) and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program (CMAQ) of SAFETEA, any extensions of SAFETEA or any successor 
legislation for continued funding; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that the 
APPLICANT by adopting this resolution does hereby state that: 
 

1. APPLICANT will provide $303,106.20 in non-federal matching funds; and 
2. APPLICANT understands that the STP/CMAQ funding for the project is fixed at the 

MTC approved programmed amount, and that any cost increases must be funded by the 
APPLICANT from other funds, and that APPLICANT does not expect any cost 
increases to be funded with additional STP/CMAQ funding; and 

3. APPLICANT understands the funding deadlines associated with these funds and will 
comply with the provisions and requirements of the Regional Project Funding Delivery 
Policy (MTC Resolution No. 3606, as revised); and 

4. PROJECT will be implemented as described in the complete application and in this 
resolution and, if approved, for the amount programmed in the MTC federal TIP; and 

5. APPLICANT (for a transit project only) agrees to comply with the requirements of 
MTC’s Transit Coordination Implementation Plan as set forth in MTC Resolution 3866; 
and  

6. APPLICANT and the PROJECT will comply with the requirements as set forth in the 
program; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that APPLICANT is 
an eligible sponsor of STP/CMAQ funded projects; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that APPLICANT is 
authorized to submit an application for STP/CMAQ funds for the PROJECT; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that there is no legal 
impediment to APPLICANT making applications for the funds; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that there is no 
pending or threatened litigation that might in any way adversely affect the proposed PROJECT, 
or the ability of APPLICANT to deliver such PROJECT; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that APPLICANT 
authorizes its Executive Director, General Manager, or designee to execute and file an 
application with MTC for STP/CMAQ funding for the PROJECT as referenced in this 
resolution; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that a copy of this 
resolution will be transmitted to the MTC in conjunction with the filing of the application; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that the MTC is 
requested to support the application for the PROJECT described in the resolution and to 
include the PROJECT, if approved, in MTC's TIP. 
 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the twenty-third 
day of June, 2010 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
GILARDI  
HARVEY  
LANDMAN  
ORCHARD  

Approved:________________________________ 
           Robert Coleman-Senghor, Mayor 

Attest:____________________________ 
Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 

 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Rich Rudnansky, City Attorney 



 



Item No. 12 
 

City Council Agenda 
Regular Agenda 

 
 
Subject: Possible Vehicle License Fee on November 2010 ballot 

 
Date:  June 23, 2010 
   
Written by: Dianne Thompson 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council discuss the Sonoma County Transportation Authority’s 
(SCTA) proposal to pursue a $10 vehicle registration fee on the November 2010 ballot. 
 
 
Background 
 
On June 14, 2010, the Sonoma County Transportation Authority’s (SCTA), at its regular meeting 
voted 11-1 in a straw vote to pursue a vehicle registration fee (VRF) as outlined in the attached 
ordinance. Several Directors indicated they preferred to return to their respective councils to get 
direction on the matter. The final opportunity for the SCTA to act on this item prior to the 
deadline for submittal to the Registrar of Voters is July 12, 2010. 
  
Analysis/Discussion 
 
In order to provide direction to the City’s representative on the SCTA Board of Directors for 
voting at the SCTA Board meeting on July 12, the City Council will need to discuss whether or 
not to support the SCTA placing a $10 vehicle registration fee on the November ballot. The City 
Council initially discussed this matter at the April 28 City Council meeting, and indicated 
general Council support. A revised version of the proposed ordinance from SCTA is attached. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
Please see attachment. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
Not applicable. 
 
Attachments:  
April 28, 2010 City Council meeting minutes 
Exhibit A to SCTA Ordinance #4 
SCTA Vehicle Registration Fee Expenditure Plan 
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DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

Council concurred to schedule discussion of the Roblar Road quarry on a future agenda. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

2. RECEIVE AND FILE STATEMENT OF THE VOTES CAST AND DECLARATION OF 
THE RESULTS OF THE CITY OF COTATI SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD 
ON APRIL 13, 2010 (City Manager) (Action) 
 
Deputy City Clerk Tamara Taylor presented the staff report. 
 
Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

There being no one wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment period. 

Moved by Vice Mayor Orchard, seconded by Councilmember Gilardi and passed unanimously to 
adopt a motion to receive and file the Sonoma County Clerk’s Official Statement of the Votes 
Cast and to adopt Resolution No. 2010-14 entitled: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF COTATI DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION OF APRIL 13, 2010. 

Adoption of Resolution No. 2010-14 affirms the adoption by the people of the City of Cotati of  
Ordinance No. 825, entitled: AN ORDINANCE OF THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
IMPOSING A TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAX TO BE ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 
 

3. POSSIBLE VEHICLE LICENSE FEE ON NOVEMBER 2010 BALLOT (City Manager) 
(Action) 
 
City Engineer/Director of Public Works Damien O'Bid presented the staff report. 

Discussion ensued relative to the need to reduce greenhouse gasses associated with transportation 
and on a regional level and the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) members’ 
opinions on the proposed measure, whether a sunset clause would be part of the measure, the need 
for dedicated funding stream for transportation  

Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

The following individuals commented on the item: 

Jan Kravitz (opposed) 

Joyce Garcia (opposed) 

George Barich (opposed) 

Linell Hardy (in favor) 
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There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment 
period. 

Discussion ensued regarding the amount of funds that would be collected, the need to keep public 
transportation available for students and those who cannot afford private transportation, the 
polling done by the SCTA, the allocation of the collected funds, the lack of a sunset clause, how 
under-maintenance of roads and bridges causes increased costs and traffic delays, thereby 
increasing greenhouse gas emissions, possible future funding by the federal government for 
greenhouse gas emission reduction. 

City Engineer/Director of Public Works O’Bid responded to questions regarding the proposed 
measure and indicated that the SCTA TAC has recommended that there be no sunset clause. 

Additional discussion ensued regarding a ‘return to source’ provision, justification for a 20-year 
sunset clause, possible reinstatement of bus routes with the resulting funding, the need for a stable 
funding source for transportation.  

Council concurred on the following: 

Sunset clause: The majority of Council members supported a 20-year sunset clause and indicated 
that they would support the SCTA’s decision as to whether to include a sunset clause. 

November ballot: Yes.  Polling: No. Allocation of funds based on regional formula or return to 
source: Allocation of funds. No return to source provision. Periodic review: Yes. Voter adopted or 
public hearing spending plan: Public hearing. Maintenance of effort clause: No. Annual reporting 
from agencies that receive funding: Yes. 

3A. iGrow 350 GARDEN CHALLENGE WEEKEND (Public Works/Engineering) (Action) 
 
City Engineer/Director of Public Works Damien O'Bid presented the staff report and responded to 
questions. 

Mayor Coleman-Senghor opened the floor to public comment. 

There being no one wishing to speak, Mayor Coleman-Senghor closed the public comment period. 

Moved by Vice Mayor Orchard, seconded by Councilmember Susan Harvey and passed 
unanimously to adopt a motion recommending participation in the iGrow 350 Garden Challenge 
weekend by clearing brush on the City-owned property where the Community Garden is located 
and providing free mulch to water utility customers who sign up for the City’s Cash for Grass 
program between April 29 and May 15, 2010. 
 



Exhibit A 

         Ordinance #4 

          June 14, 2010 

       Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

I. Title. 

This ordinance shall be known as the “Sonoma County Vehicle Registration Fee Ordinance.” 

II.  Purpose 

Pursuant to California Government Code section 65089.20, the Authority hereby authorizes the 

placement of a majority vote ballot measure before the voters of Sonoma County to authorize a ten 

dollar ($10) increase in the fee for motor vehicle registration. If approved, the fee would be imposed in 

perpetuity for transportation-related projects and programs in Sonoma County that provide a benefit to 

or otherwise have a relationship with the persons who will be paying the fee and that are consistent 

with the regional transportation plan adopted pursuant to California Government Code section 65080. 

The Board of the Authority hereby adopts a Vehicle Registration Fee Expenditure Plan (“Expenditure 

Plan”) attached hereto and incorporated herein, allocating the revenue from the fee to transportation-

related programs and projects that provide a benefit to or have a relationship with the persons who pay 

the fee.  The Expenditure Plan shall be attached to the measure to be approved by the voters. 

Expenditure Plan programs and projects include but are not limited to those that have the following 

purposes: 

1. Providing matching funds for funding made available from other sources. 

2. Creating or sustaining congestion mitigation programs and projects, as they are defined 

in California Government Code section 65089.20(c)(2)(A). 

3. Creating or sustaining pollution mitigation programs and projects, as they are defined in 

California Government Code section 65089.20(c)(2)(B). 

III. Findings 

Based on the information presented to the Authority at a duly noticed public hearing, the Authority 

makes the following findings: 

a.       Each registered motor vehicle driven on the streets and highways of Sonoma County contributes 

to congestion.  Traffic congestion occurs when the number of vehicles using a transportation facility 

exceeds the capacity of that facility.  Individual drivers contribute to congestion in the following ways: 

1. Increased desire to travel or increased vehicles on roadways increase congestion. 

2. Peak Hour Travel: when a high proportion of travelers attempt to use the system at the 

same time, congestion is worsened. 

3. Vehicle Merging Maneuvers: motorists entering and leaving the traffic flow contribute 

to increased congestion. 

b. Congestion on streets and highways imposes the following impacts on community members, 

drivers, businesses and commuters:  



1. Wasted time: reducing economic productivity and efficiency. 

2. Delay: resulting in late arrival, resulting in lost business or other losses. 

3. Reliability: travelers are unable to estimate travel time accurately, leading drivers to 

allocate more time to travel, and less time on productive activities. 

4. Wasted fuel: increasing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, plus consuming a 

finite resource (fossil fuel) in an unproductive manner limits availability for other energy 

needs. 

5. Increased wear and tear on vehicles due to increase vehicle idling: imposing additional 

vehicle maintenance costs for persons and businesses. 

6. Public health impacts: increased stress and air quality related health impacts. 

7. Emergencies: congestion may interfere with the efficient and timely deployment of 

emergency vehicles and services. 

8. Spillover traffic from highways and main arterials to secondary roads and side streets: 

can have local safety and quality of life impacts. 

c. The programs, services and projects to be funded by the fee will partially mitigate the effects of 

traffic congestion and congestion induced pollution, and will produce a benefit to the vehicle owners 

subject to the fee by reducing commute time, decreasing individual auto related expenses, and 

improving air quality through reduced pollution. Studies indicate that reducing congested roadway 

traffic volumes even 5% can reduce travel delay by 10-30%.  Increased transit and bicycle/pedestrian use 

take an estimate of 1 vehicle off the road for each bike or walking trip and from .25 to .70 vehicles off 

the road for each transit rider. Anticipated congestion improvements include but are not limited to: 

1. Reduced delay, and improved productivity and economic efficiency. 

2. Increased travel reliability. 

3. Reduced fuel consumption and vehicle maintenance costs. 

4. Improved air quality 

5. Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. 

6.  Improved public health 

7.  Better provision of emergency services. 

8.  Reduced impacts to local neighborhoods from spillover traffic.  

d. This program would also provide funding for improving, maintaining and rehabilitating local 

roads. Fee payers benefit from having roadways safely maintained and operating efficiently. It is difficult 

for vehicles and bicycles to safely negotiate poorly maintained roadways (i.e., low pavement quality, 

faded striping, signal operation problems, debris on shoulders). Programs that improve local road 

operations benefit the fee payer by identifying and mitigating recurring congestion problems. 

e.        The cost of the programs and projects listed in the Expenditure Plan equal or exceed the 

anticipated revenue to be raised by the fee. The projects and programs to be funded by the fee increase 

have a relationship or benefit to the persons who will be paying the fee.  Based on the facts set forth 

below, the congestion relief and air quality improvement benefits to each motor vehicle owner are 

predicted to equal or exceed the per vehicle annual fee.   

The economic benefit of reduced congestion can be calculated using the following methodologies:  



DELAY: The U.S Federal Highway’s Administration currently estimates that each hour of delay (time 

spent traveling under congestion) costs us roughly $12.  Sonoma County currently experiences 53,226 

hours of delay each day (estimated financial cost $638,712/day or $233 million/year). A reduction of 

1138 hours/day (2% reduction) in daily delay would provide a congestion reduction benefit equal to or 

exceeding the $10 per vehicle per year proposed fee.   

TRIPS: Congestion reduction benefits per reduced automobile-mile are estimated to be worth roughly 

$0.25 per mile during urban peak hour conditions.  The average trip length in Sonoma County is 13.08 

miles per trip, therefore each vehicle trip reduced would save all county commuters roughly $3.27.  A 

reduction of 4,176 trips from the 1,720,290 current Sonoma County daily vehicle trips (or a 0.24% 

reduction in daily vehicle trips) will provide a congestion reduction benefit equal to the $10 per vehicle 

per year proposed fee.    200,798 daily trips are currently made using transit or non-motorized modes.  

The additional 4,176 trips would represent a 2% increase in transit or non-motorized trips.   

f. The programs and projects to be funded by the fee are consistent with the regional 

transportation plan adopted pursuant to Government Code section 65080. 

IV. Duration of the Fee 

The Fee, if so approved, would be imposed annually unless repealed. 

V. Contract with Department of Motor Vehicles 

The Authority shall contract with the Department of Motor Vehicles to collect the Fee imposed pursuant 

to California Government Code section 65089.20 upon the registration or renewal of registration of a 

motor vehicle registered in the County, except those vehicles that are expressly exempted under this 

code from the payment of registration fees, pursuant to California Vehicle Code section 9250.4 as 

approved by the voters of Sonoma County. 

VI. Use of Proceeds 

The proceeds of the Fee governed by this ordinance shall be used solely for the programs and purposes 

set forth in the Expenditure Plan and for the administration thereof.  The Authority will administer the 

proceeds of the Fee to carry out the mission described in the Expenditure Plan.  The Authority will 

attempt to maintain geographic equity in the allocation of funds over successive five year periods.  

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65089.20, not more than five percent of the Fee shall 

be used for administrative costs associated with the programs and projects, including the amendment of 

the Expenditure Plan.  

Pursuant to California Vehicle Code Section 9250.4, the initial setup and programming costs identified by 

the Department of Motor Vehicles (Department) to collect the Fee upon registration or renewal of 

registration of a motor vehicle shall be paid by the Authority from the Fee.  Any direct contract payment 

with the Department by the Authority shall be repaid, with no restriction on the funds, to the Authority 

as part of the initial revenue available for distribution.  The costs deducted pursuant to this paragraph 

shall not be counted against the five percent administrative cost limit specified in California Government 

Code Section 65089.20(d).   



The costs of placing the measure authorizing imposition of the Fee on the ballot, including payments to 

the County Registrar of Voters and payments for the printing of the portions of the ballot pamphlet 

relating to the Fee, advanced by the Authority, shall be paid from the proceeds of this Fee, and shall not 

be counted towards the five percent limit on administrative costs.  The costs of preparing the 

Expenditure Plan, advanced by the Authority, shall be paid from the proceeds of the Fee subject to the 

five percent limit on administrative costs.  At the discretion of the Authority, these costs may be 

amortized over a period of years. 

The proceeds of the Fee shall be spent only inside the limits of Sonoma County.  None of the proceeds, 

outside of the costs incurred by the Department of Motor Vehicle to collect the fee, shall be taken by 

the State. 

VII. Implementing Agency 

The Sonoma County Transportation Authority ("Authority"), pursuant to California Government Code 

Section 65089.20, shall place a majority vote ballot measure before the voters to authorize a $10 per 

year increase in the motor vehicle registration fee.  If so approved, the Authority will collect and 

administer the Fee in accordance with this Ordinance and the Expenditure Plan. 

VIII. Amendments to the Expenditure Plan 

It is expected that the Expenditure Plan will be amended from time to time.  Amendment to the 

Expenditure Plan shall be approved by a two-thirds vote of the Authority.  All jurisdictions within the 

County will be given a minimum of 45 days notice and opportunity to comment on any proposed 

Expenditure Plan amendment prior to its adoption.  

A required review and renewal of the Expenditure Plan will be performed every ten years. Staff will 

prepare a draft Expenditure Plan, a public hearing will be held and the Authority will adopt a new plan 

by a two-thirds vote. Unless and until a revised Expenditure Plan receives support by two-thirds of the 

Authority the previous Expenditure Plan will remain in effect. 

IX. Severability 

If any provision of this Ordinance or the Expenditure Plan or the application thereof to any person or 

circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance and the Expenditure Plan and the 

application of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected.  If any proposed 

expenditure based on this Ordinance or the Expenditure Plan is held invalid, those funds shall be 

redistributed proportionately to other expenditures in accordance with the Expenditure Plan. 

X. Statute of Limitations 

Any suit, action or proceeding in any court against the Authority , or against any officer of the Authority, 

to prevent or enjoin the collection under this ordinance, of any Fee or any amount of Fee required to be 

collected must be brought within 120 days of the approval of the imposition of the Fee by the voters of 

Sonoma County. 

XI. Effective Date 



This ordinance shall become effective at the close of the polls on the Election Day it is approved by a 

majority of the electors voting on the measure.  Notwithstanding the effective date of the ordinance, 

the first collection of a Vehicle Registration Fee for registration of a new vehicle will not take place until 

six months following the adoption of the measure by the voters, pursuant to Government Code section 

65089.20.  Also pursuant to Government Code section 65089.20, with respect to a renewal of 

registration, no Vehicle Registration Fee shall be collected if the date for renewal is prior to expiration of 

that six month period. 

Passed and adopted on roll call by the following vote by the members of the Board of Directors of the 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority, County of Sonoma, on June 14, 2010: 

 

Director Brown    Director Mackenzie 

Director Gallian    Director McGuire 

Director Gilardi    Director Russell 

Director Glass    Director Salmon 

Director Gurney    Director Wysocky 

Director Kelley    Director Zane  

 

Ayes:      Noes:     Absent:     Abstain:    

 

SO ORDERED 

I, the undersigned, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted at a regular meeting of the 

Board of Directors of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority held on July 12, 2010. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Suzanne Smith, Executive Director 

Clerk, Sonoma County Transportation Authority



 
 

A. Purpose of the Expenditure Plan 

The Sonoma County Vehicle Registration Fee Expenditure Plan (Expenditure Plan) will guide the annual 

expenditures of the funds generated by a $10 per year vehicle registration fee (Fee), if approved by 

voters in the November 2010 election.  Sonoma County has very significant unfunded transportation 

needs, and this Fee would provide funding to meet some of those needs.  It is expected that this Fee will 

generate approximately $5 million per year.  

The goal of this Expenditure Plan is to support transportation investments in a way that sustains the 

County’s transportation network and reduces traffic congestion and vehicle-related pollution.  The Fee 

would be a key part of an overall strategy to develop a balanced, well thought-out program that 

improves transportation and transit for County residents.  The Fee will fund programs that: 

• Repair and maintain local streets and roads in the county. 

• Make public transportation easier to use and more efficient. 

• Make it easier to get to work or school, whether driving, using public transportation, 

bicycling or walking. 

• Reduce pollution from cars and trucks. 

The Expenditure Plan would have the following specific elements: 

• All of the money raised by the Fee would be used exclusively for transportation in 

Sonoma County.  

• None of the funds raised, outside of the costs incurred by the Department of Motor 

Vehicle to collect the Fee, can be taken by the State. 

• There must be a relationship or benefit between the programs in the Expenditure Plan 

to the owners of motor vehicles paying the Fee. 

• Identify air quality benefits, congestion relief maintenance and safety as key goals in any 

project. 

• Provide investments that will help create a smarter, more efficient transportation 

system. 

• Establish a reliable source of funding to help fund critical and essential local 

transportation programs.  

• Provide matching funds for funding made available from state and federal sources. 

• Maintain and improve Sonoma County’s transportation network while maintaining 

geographic equity, over successive five year cycles. 

 



B. Statutory Authorization and Requirements  

The opportunity for a countywide transportation agency to place this Fee before the voters was 

authorized last year by the passage of Senate Bill 83, authored by Senator Loni Hancock (Oakland).  The 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority (Authority) proposes to place a transportation measure on the 

November 2, 2010 ballot to enact a $10 vehicle registration fee that would be used for local 

transportation and transit improvements throughout Sonoma County.  A majority vote of the electorate 

is required to enact this Fee.   

The statute requires that the Fee collected be used only to pay for programs and projects that bear a 

relationship or benefit to the owners of motor vehicles paying the Fee and be consistent with a regional 

transportation plan. The Fee will be imposed on each annual motor-vehicle registration or renewal of 

registration in Sonoma County occurring on or after six-months following the November 2, 2010 

election, where the measure was approved by the voters, for an unlimited period, unless otherwise 

terminated by the voters of Sonoma County.  To implement this Fee, the statute requires the governing 

board of the Authority to adopt an Expenditure Plan.  The statute also requires the ballot measure 

resolution be approved by majority vote of the Authority members at a noticed public hearing.  

 

C.  Programmatic Expenditures  

The Expenditure Plan identifies three types of programs that will receive funds generated by the Fee.  

Below are descriptions of each program and the percentage in parentheses of the annual revenue that 

will be allocated to each program after deducting for the Authority’s administrative costs. The Authority 

will program funds to specific projects within the three categories every three years on a competitive 

basis, countywide, unless stipulated otherwise in the Expenditure Plan. This effort will seek geographic 

equity over successive five year cycles. The first programming process will begin upon approval of ballot 

measure and conclude by July 1, 2011. 

Pothole Repair, Complete Streets and New Technologies (23%) 

This program would provide funding to improve, maintain and rehabilitate local roads, bikeways and 

traffic signals.  It also would incorporate the “complete streets” practice that makes local roads safe for 

all modes, including bicyclists and pedestrians, and accommodates transit.  This program would also 

improve the performance of road, transit, pedestrian and bicyclist technology applications, and would 

accommodate emerging vehicle technologies such as electric and plug-in-hybrid vehicles. Projects 

eligible could include: 

• Street and bikeway repaving, rehabilitation and maintenance, including curbs, gutters 

and drains 

• Traffic signal maintenance and upgrades, including transit, bicyclist and pedestrian 

treatments 

• Signing and striping on roadways, including traffic and bicycle lanes and crosswalks  

• Sidewalk repair and installation Development, installation, operations, monitoring and 

maintenance of local street and arterial transportation management technology such as 



the “Smart Corridors Program”, traffic signal interconnection, transit and emergency 

vehicle priority, advanced traffic management systems and advanced traveler 

information systems 

• Improve bicycle and pedestrian safety on arterials, other locally-maintained roads and 

multi-use trails parallel to major roadway corridors 

• Improve infrastructure and access to schools, activity centers and transit hubs (such as 

crosswalks, sidewalks, crossing guards, lighting and signal improvements)   

• Infrastructure for alternative vehicle fuels such as electric and plug-in-hybrid vehicle 

stations 

• New or emerging transportation technologies that provide congestion or pollution 

mitigation  

• Advanced signal technology for transit, walking and bicycling 

Safe Routes to School Program (12%) 

This program would seek to reduce congestion through bicycle and pedestrian safety programs for teens 

and children; carpool programs at schools throughout Sonoma County and other related programs or 

projects that reduce trips to schools and promote transportation safety.  Projects eligible could include: 

• Programs aimed at increasing the number of children walking and biking to school.  

• Provide classroom lessons to teach children the necessary skills to navigate safely 

through busy streets and to persuade them to be active participants in the program.  

• Establish an education and encouragement program that offers events, contests and 

materials to encourage children (and parents) to walk and bicycle.   

• Create programs and incentives for carpooling and transit 

Transit for Congestion Relief Program (60%) 

This program would seek to make it easier for drivers to use public transportation, make the existing 

transit system more efficient and effective, and aid in mobility for critical populations such as students 

and seniors.  The goal of this program is to decrease automobile usage and thereby reduce both 

localized and area-wide congestion and air pollution.  Each Sonoma County based bus operator will 

receive its population share of funding on an annual basis and can use those funds on eligible projects 

such as: 

• Transit service expansion, preservation and general operations to provide congestion 

relief  

• Rapid bus development and implementation as well as other transit priority treatments 

on local roadways 

• Employer or school-sponsored transit passes such as an “EcoPass Program”  

• Travel Demand Management programs such as incentives, marketing, ridesharing and 

car sharing 

• Mobility management programs and services, including services for seniors 

• Technology systems that enhance efficiency 

 



D. Public Information and Reporting 

The Authority will provide annual financial projections for budgeting purposes and will adopt an Annual 

Budget each fiscal year that will include projected Fee revenue, other anticipated funds and planned 

expenditures for programs and administration.  

The Authority will draft an Annual Report, which will be made available to the public and will include the 

following: 

• Revenues collected 

• Expenditures by programs, including distribution of funds within each program and 

administrative costs 

• Accomplishments and benefits realized by the programs 

• Proposed projects for funding in each program 

Before adopting the Annual Report, the Authority will hold a public meeting and will address public 

comments in the Annual Report. 



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

% Split Project Type $4,984,107 $5,014,011 $5,044,095 $5,074,360 $5,104,806

23% Pot Holes/Complete Streets $1,146,344 $1,153,223 $1,160,142 $1,167,103 $1,174,105

60% Transit/Mobility Management $2,990,464 $3,008,407 $3,026,457 $3,044,616 $3,062,884

12% Safe Routes to School $598,093 $601,681 $605,291 $608,923 $612,577

5% Admin $249,205 $250,701 $252,205 $253,718 $255,240

$4,984,107 $5,014,011 $5,044,095 $5,074,360 $5,104,806

$10 VRF - Estimated Revenue Generated - 2011 through 2016
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