
 
 
  
  

AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF COTATI 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 25, 2009  
6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION 

7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION  
 City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue 

The Cotati City Council welcomes you to its meetings that are generally scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Wednesday (or 
as otherwise noticed) of every month. Your interest and participation are encouraged and appreciated. 
 
City Council meeting agendas, minutes and audio recordings (podcast) are posted on the City’s website at 
www.ci.cotati.ca.us 
 
To receive the City Council Agenda by e-mail, provide your e-mail address to the City Manager's office, or e-mail your 
request to the Deputy City Clerk at ttaylor@ci.cotati.ca.us 
 
Notice is hereby given that Council may discuss and/or take action on any or all of the items listed on this agenda. 
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Cotati City Council regarding any item on this agenda will be 
made available for public inspection in the City Manager’s office located at 201 West Sierra Avenue, Cotati, 
California, during normal business hours. 
 
Disabled Accommodation:  Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate formats to persons with 
disabilities as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Any person with a disability who 
requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting should contact the Deputy City Clerk at 
(707) 665-3622 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  
 
Waiver Warning:  If you challenge decisions/direction of the City Council of the City of Cotati in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at public hearing(s) described in this Agenda, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City of Cotati at, or prior to, the public hearing(s). 
 
Those wishing to address the Council are asked to sign the speaker’s sign-up sheet and limit discussion to 
one presentation per individual and to keep comments to between 3 and 5 minutes; when you are called, 
step to the podium and state your name and address for the record.  Persons wishing to address the Council are 
not required to identify themselves (Gov’t. Code § 54953.3); however, this information assists the Mayor by ensuring 
that all persons wishing to address the Council are recognized and it assists the Deputy City Clerk in preparing the 
City Council meeting minutes. 
 

6:00 PM CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL FOR CLOSED SESSION  

CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE) 

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (Government Code Section 54957.6) 

City Designated Representative: City Manager  
Employee Organizations: (1) Cotati Employees Association (2) Cotati Police Officers 
Association (3) Cotati Police Management Association 

7:00 PM (REGULAR SESSION) 

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
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ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 11, 2009 REGULAR MEETING AND NOTIC
OF WAIVING OF READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
INTRODUCED AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Cotati Planning Commission will consider adoption of the Downtown Specific Plan 
Environmental Impact Report at its meeting on April 6, 2009. 

 City Council meeting audio recordings are now available via podcast. Link to the podcast 
from the City’s website at ci.cotati.ca.us. 

 The Ray Miller Community Center is now a site for Santa Rosa Junior College’s ACTIVE 
SENIORS PROGRAM.  Santa Rosa Junior College offers noncredit classes designed 
specifically for active seniors as part of its goal to provide lifelong learning:  Sign up for a 
class by going directly to the location & the instructor will give you an application.  No 
age limit for seniors’ classes, though they are geared for older adults.  Classes are ongoing, 
so students may apply at any time and there is no fee for these classes.  For a complete list 
check the community guide or visit the city’s website at ci.cotati.ca.us. 

 The Spring/Summer Recreation Schedule is available on the City’s aforementioned 
website. To request a paper copy please feel free to visit or call the Recreation Department 
at 792-4600 ext. 669 

SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 Sonoma State University Student representative Dylan Reed will provide a verbal report to 
Council. 

STUDENT HONORARY MAYOR REPORT 

 Adam Nelson of Creekside Middle School will provide a verbal report to Council. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  

CITIZEN BUSINESS 

Any item raised by a member of the public which is not listed on the agenda but may require Council action shall be 
automatically referred to City staff for investigation and disposition unless the item requires action to be taken by the 
Council at the meeting during which it was raised and constitutes an emergency, or the need to take such action arose 
after the posting of the agendas within the meaning of Government Code Section 54954.2(b). In either event, the 
Council is entitled to discuss the matter before making the determination required under said Government Code 
provision, and if either finding is made may take action thereon.  Please confine your comments during this portion  
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of the agenda to matters not already on the agenda.  The public will be given an opportunity to speak on each 
agendized item at the time it is called. 

DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

2. APPROVAL FOR THE USE OF LA PLAZA PARK AND THE BANDSTAND ON 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2009, TO ACCOMMODATE THE 3RD ANNUAL 
REDWOOD EMPIRE WEIGHTLIFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS; AUTHORIZING 
THE USE OF AMPLIFIED MUSIC AND THE SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES (Police) (Action) 

This motion 1) Approves the use of La Plaza Park and the Bandstand on Saturday, July 11, 
2009 from 7:00 AM and 8:00 PM for the Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships; 
2) Authorizes amplified announcing and music in La Plaza Park from 9:30 AM and 7:00 
PM; 3) Authorizes the sale and consumption of Alcoholic Beverages in La Plaza Park; and 
4) Authorizes the temporary closure of four parking spaces to the rear of the Bandstand 

3. ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF 
CERTAIN STREETS TO FACILITATE THE 2009 ACCORDION FESTIVAL; 
AUTHORIZE USE OF LA PLAZA PARK FOR THE ANNUAL ACCORDION 
FESTIVAL ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2009 AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2009 
WITH AMPLIFIED MUSIC, PERIMETER FENCING AND ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE SALES AND CONSUMPTION (Police) (Action) 

It is recommended that the City Council: 1) Adopt a Resolution Authorizing Temporary 
Closure of Certain Streets to Facilitate the Festival; and 2) adopt a motion to approve the 
2009 Cotati Accordion Festival event, scheduled for Saturday August 22, 2009 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. and on Sunday August 23, 2009 between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 9:00 p.m. which includes the use and fencing of La Plaza Park and surrounding 
areas, the sale of beer and wine, playing of amplified music. 

4. AUTHORIZE CITY MANAGER TO APPLY FOR FUNDS ADMINISTERED BY 
THE U.S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING 
SERVICES (COPS) THROUGH THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 (Police) (Action) 

It is recommended that the Council adopt a motion to authorize the City Manager to apply 
for funds administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS) through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

5. SIDEWALK ADA IMPROVEMENTS FY 2007-2008, PROJECT NO. E07-14 – 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS (Public Works/Engineering) (Action) 

It is recommended that the Council adopt one resolution to: 1. Find that the experience 
requirements are appropriate for the Sidewalk ADA Improvements FY 2007-2008, Project 
No. E07-14; 2. Adopt plans and specifications for the project entitled Sidewalk ADA 
Improvements FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14 as submitted by the Director of Public 
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Works/City Engineer; and 3. Authorize and direct the City Clerk to advertise for bids to be 
received by the Director of Public Works/City Engineer or his designee.  The advertisement 
will be placed in a newspaper of general circulation, printed and published in Sonoma 
County, in accordance with the provisions of Section 22037 of the Public Contract Code. 

6. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A CODE OF ETHICS CITY 
COUNCIL POLICY – Continued from March 11, 2009 (City Manager) (Action) 

This resolution establishes a Code of Ethics City Council Policy.  

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND CALL TO 
ORDER OF JOINT MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

7. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS FOR FEBRUARY 26TH, 2009 –  MARCH 
11TH, 2009 (Administrative Services) (Action) 

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for February 26th, 2009 –  
March 11th, 2009. 

8. UPDATE TO THE CITY/AGENCY OFFICERS’ BANKING SIGNATURES 
(Administrative Services) (Action) 

These three resolutions update the City/Agency officers’ banking signatures: 1) A 
resolution designating signatures for orders for payment of monies drawn against the City 
of Cotati and the Cotati Community Redevelopment Agency on existing accounts at 
Exchange Bank, Bank of America, Sutro & Co., Sonoma County Investment Trust Fund, 
and California State Local Agency Investment Fund; 2) A resolution designating signatures 
for wire transfer services with Exchange Bank; and 3) A resolution designating signatures 
for access to safe deposit box at Exchange Bank. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

9. APPROVAL OF 2009 AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM AND DIRECTION 
TO STAFF TO DEVELOP FUNDING AGREEMENTS  - CONTINUED FROM 
FEBRUARY 25, 2009 (City Manager) (Action) 

It is recommended that the Board/Council adopt four resolutions which would: 1) Authorize 
CCRA expenditure up to $414,965 for a 5 unit Habitat for Humanity mutual self-help project
to be located on Woodland Hills Drive subject to planning application and funding 
agreement approvals; and 2) Direct staff to return to CCRA Board with a funding agreement 
with Sonoma County Housing Land Trust to begin the process of acquiring and developing 
affordable housing at 343 East School Street, and authorize CCRA expenditure not-to-
exceed $6000 for an appraisal.  It is further recommended that the Board/Council direct staff 
to return to CCRA with a Project Proposal and funding agreement with Burbank Housing or 
some other entity for an affordable housing project within the Downtown Specific Plan area.
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ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR AGENDA 

10. WATER SHORTAGE CONTINGENCY PLAN – STAGE 1 VOLUNTARY 
CONSERVATION (Public Works/Engineering) (Action)  

It is recommended that the Council adopt a resolution calling for Stage 1 Voluntary 
Conservation and direct staff to increase outreach to the community on water conservation 
and related City assistance programs. 

11. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS TO MAYORS’ AND 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES (City Manager) (Action) 

It is recommended that the Council adopt a motion to support its choices from those 
Sonoma County Councilmembers who have submitted letters of interest for various 
appointments of the Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association Board of 
Directors and the Mayor’s City Selection Committee. 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (Discussion) 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Certification of Posting of the Agenda:  I declare under penalty of perjury that I am employed by the City of Cotati and that I 
posted this agenda on the bulletin boards of City Hall, Veterans’ Memorial Building and the U.S. Post Office on or before March 
20, 2009 
 
 
____________________________ 
Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 



 
 DRAFT 

Subject to approval.  
 

  
MINUTES 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND JOINT MEETING OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMUNITY 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 11, 2009  

6:00 PM CLOSED SESSION 
7:00 PM REGULAR SESSION  

 City Council Chambers, City Hall, 201 W. Sierra Avenue  
 

6:00 PM CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL FOR CLOSED SESSION  

Mayor Guardino called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

Councilmembers present at roll call: Barich, Gilardi, Orchard, Mayor Guardino. 

Staff present: Administrative Services Director Jone Hayes, Deputy City Clerk Tamara Taylor, 
City Manager Dianne Thompson. 

Mayor Guardino opened the floor to public comments; there being no one wishing to speak he 
closed the public comment period and adjourned to closed session. 

CLOSED SESSION (CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE) 

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (Government Code Section 54957.6) 

City Designated Representative: City Manager  
Employee Organizations: (1) Cotati Employees Association (2) Cotati Police Officers 
Association (3) Cotati Police Management Association 

7:00 PM (REGULAR SESSION) 

CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Mayor Guardino called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

ROLL CALL  

Councilmembers present: Barich, Coleman-Senghor, Gilardi, Orchard, Mayor Guardino  

Staff present: Administrative Services Director Jone Hayes, Assistant to the City Manager/Acting 
Community Development Director Marsha Sue Lustig, Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
Damien O’Bid, City Attorney Rich Rudnansky, Deputy City Clerk Tamara Taylor, City Manager 
Dianne Thompson. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Guardino led the pledge of allegiance. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 25, 2009 REGULAR MEETING AND 
NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCE
INTRODUCED AND/OR ADOPTED UNDER THIS AGENDA (Action) 

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi seconded by Councilmember Barich, and passed 
unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2009 regular meeting as presented. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Mayor Guardino thanked Oliver’s Market for donating the food and the citizens who have 
made those arrangements. 

The Cotati City Council invites individuals who are committed to working for the 
betterment of the City of Cotati to apply for appointment to the City's Design Review 
Committee (DRC). There are currently three vacancies on the DRC for two regular 
postions (which must be filled by Cotati citizens) and one alternate position (which must 
be a design professional).  For an application call 665-3622 or download an application 
from the city’s website at ci.cotati.ca.us. 

 City Council meeting audio recordings are now available via podcast. Link to the podcast 
from the City’s website at ci.cotati.ca.us. 

 The Spring/Summer Recreation Schedule is available on the City’s aforementioned 
website. To request a paper copy please feel free to visit or call the Recreation Department 
at 792-4600 ext. 669 

SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 Sonoma State University Student representative Dylan Reed provided a verbal report to 
Council. 

STUDENT HONORARY MAYOR REPORT 

 Adam Nelson of Creekside Middle School was unable to attend the meeting; no report was 
given 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT  

City Manager Dianne Thompson reported the following: 

• The Downtown Specific Plan and its draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) which 
has been distributed for comments. It is expected that the final EIR will issued and  
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adoption hearings will begin by the Planning Commission in June, followed by 
hearings by the City Council. 

• East Cotati Avenue construction has resumed with the good weather, completion is 
expected in 2-3 weeks. 

• Staff continues to monitor federal stimulus funding and projects. 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  

Mayor Guardino announced that item 4 would be heard first, followed by item 3, then item 5. 

CITIZEN BUSINESS  

Chuck Roetter of Cotati spoke in favor of retaining funding for the Recreation Department.  He 
explained that he held his son’s birthday party at the Community Center and had requested 
donations in lieu of gifts. His son Memphis presented a check for $835. He asked that a 
subcommittee be appointed for fundraising for recreational events. 

Joan Simon of Cotati addressed the City Council regarding information on the City Council 
biography section of the City’s website. She submitted suggestions for revising that section. She 
also suggested a city blog to which Councilmembers could contribute. She encouraged the City to 
follow the same regulations that are imposed on its property owners even though it is exempt. 

Ken Coleman of Cotati addressed the City Council regarding past spending practices and staffing 
levels. He encouraged the City to hold open meetings about the budget. He expressed opposition 
to additional taxes and to the upcoming survey. 

Michelle Berman of Cotati regarding the vocal minority and the silent majority and questioned 
why they aren’t at the meeting. She spoke in opposition to the consultant survey approved at the 
previous meeting. She discussed possible budget cuts and indicated that all departments will be 
affected. 

City Attorney Rudnansky responded to questions from the Council regarding the Council 
biographies. 

Mayor Guardino thanked the attendees for coming to the meeting. 

City Manager Thompson clarified the regulations regarding A-frame signs. 

Council concurred to make efforts to keep citizens informed on the state of the city. 

DIRECTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

The Council concurred to schedule formation of a subcommittee to oversee fundraising for 
recreation events and review of the League of California Cities position on AB 155 (Mendoza) 
Municipal Bankruptcy on a future agenda: 
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Discussion ensued regarding the safety of Putnam Park and staff’s response to photographs of the 
park provided by Councilmember Barich. Council concurred for Councilmember Barich to work 
with staff to address his concerns. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Item 2 on the Consent Calendar was pulled for discussion. 

2. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZATION TO 
FILE THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION (NOC) FOR THE WEST SIERRA 
AVENUE/EAST COTATI AVENUE REHABILITATION, PROJECT NO. E06-26 
(Public Works/Engineering) (Action) 

Director of Public Works/City Engineer Damien O’Bid presented the staff report. 

Mayor Guardino opened the floor to public comments. 

Adrienne Lauby of Cotati asked for clarification regarding the original specifications for 
the project and questioned using rising oil prices as a reason for increasing the contract 
amount. 

There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Guardino closed the public comment 
period.  

City Manager Thompson and Director of Public Works/City Engineer O’Bid responded to 
the speaker’s questions, as well as questions from Council regarding the extent of the 
project and the format of the contract regarding cost-sharing. 

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi, seconded by Councilmember Orchard, and passed 
unanimously to accept the improvements and authorize filing of the Notice of Completion 
(NOC) for the West Sierra Avenue/East Cotati Avenue Rehabilitation, Project No. E06-26. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

3. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A CODE OF ETHICS 
CITY COUNCIL POLICY (City Manager) (Action) 

This item was heard after item 5. 

City Manager Dianne Thompson presented the staff report. 

Mayor Guardino granted Councilmember Barich’s request to comment on this item prior to 
Council asking questions of staff and the public comment period. Councilmember Barich 
expressed concern that this item was to have been discussion of a code of conduct for the 
public rather than a code of ethics policy for Councilmembers. He expressed opposition to 
the proposed policy, and indicated that he believes that it is a violation of his right to free 
speech. 
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City Manager Thompson responded to questions regarding the scheduling of this item. 

Mayor Guardino opened the floor to public comments. 

John Moore of Cotati spoke in support of the proposal and read a statement written about 
him from a Councilmember Barich’s website, ‘Laughable Cotati’. 

Joan Simon of Cotati stated that she had requested a code of conduct for Councilmembers. 
She addressed the Council in support of the proposal and expressed concern regarding 
comments written by Councilmember Barich on the ‘Laughable Cotati’ website.  

Adrienne Lauby of Cotati requested clarification and offered suggestions regarding several 
sections of the proposed policy. She expressed support for the proposal. 

Jan Kurvers of Cotati commented on the proposal and, asked that wording be added 
regarding fulfilling commitments of appointed representatives.  

Linell Hardy of Cotati expressed support for the proposal as a good start. She expressed 
support for a clear delineation regarding what a Councilmember can say as a 
Councilmember and as a private citizen. She expressed concern regarding the City’s 
liability for Councilmembers’ comments. 

Mike Kurvers of Cotati expressed support for the proposal. He commented regarding the 
nature and extent of the duties and expectations of the Mayor, Vice Mayor and 
Councilmembers and discussed concerns regarding the appropriateness of Councilmembers 
responding to comments made during Citizens’ Business.  

Michelle Berman of Cotati addressed the Council regarding the need for mutual respect, her 
opposition to pledging allegiance to the flag, Councilmembers feeling harassed by citizen 
comments and her belief that the City Council is held to a higher standard. She expressed 
opposition to a Councilmember commenting on an item prior to public comment.  

Michael Cherimello of Dixon, California indicated that the proposed Code of Ethics Policy 
is redundant, since most of it is covered under Robert’s Rules of Order or under AB1234 
ethic training.  He cited various court decisions regarding free speech. 

There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Guardino closed the public comment 
period. 

Mayor Gilardi called a recess at 9:07 p.m. and reconvened at 9:27 p.m. 

City Manager Thompson responded to questions regarding the source of the proposed Code 
of Ethics. 

Discussion ensued briefly relative to the codes of ethics of other cities and decisions of the 
courts that cities may devise a code of ethics. 

City Attorney Rudnansky responded to questions as to the definition of a code of ethics as 
an aspiration of shared values that goes beyond the law, that a code of ethics does not 
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violate the right of free speech and that formal censure is a recognition that the code has 
been violated. 

City Attorney Rudnansky responded to additional questions relative to how a perceived 
violation of a code of ethics may be addressed, the appropriate time for Councilmember 
comments during discussion of various types of agenda items, the city seal, and the role of 
the City Manager in personnel management. 

Discussion by the Council ensued regarding the interpretation and clarification of various 
sections of the proposed Code of Ethics, the appropriateness of Councilmembers 
responding to comments made by the public during Citzens’ Business and that a Code of 
Ethics does not preclude a Councilmember from speaking for him/herself. 

The majority of Councilmembers expressed support for the Code of Ethics and directed that 
final approval with the following revisions be scheduled for the March 25, 2009 City 
Council meeting: 

• Preamble: Indicate that this code is a representation of shared values; 

• City logo is restricted 

• #3, clarify or remove the term ‘personal charges’; 

• #5, last bullet point, clarify that it is the Mayor’s discretion to respond or direct 
to City Manager; 

• #8, clarify the term ‘office’, do not use the term ‘never’, place ‘As appropriate’ 
in front of the last paragraph (to read, “As appropriate, staff will be 
involved….”); 

• #19 remove reference to League of California Cities Code of Ethics; signature 
not required; document to be provided to newly elected Councilmembers. 

• Add a section that states that attendance is expected where the Councilmember is 
an appointed representative or where the Councilmember as agreed to attend. 

Councilmember Barich indicated support for a code of conduct for members of the public, 
rather than a code of ethics for members of the City Council.  

4. RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR OLD REDWOOD HIGHWAY 
REHABILITATION SOUTH PROJECT FOR GRANT FUNDING THROUGH THE 
AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 (Public 
Works/Engineering) (Action) 

This item was heard prior to item 3. 

City Manager Dianne Thompson presented the staff report and responded to questions from 
the Council regarding the project location, cost and funding. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the long-term cost to the public of grant funding. 

Mayor Guardino opened the floor to public comments. 

Michelle Berman of Cotati requested clarification as to where redevelopment funds come 
from. 

There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Guardino closed the public comment 
period. 

Administrative Services Director Hayes responded to Ms. Berman’s question. 

Discussion ensued regarding grant funding. 

The majority of Councilmembers expressed support for the proposal. 

Councilmember Barich expressed opposition to the use of federal economic stimulus grant 
funding. 

Moved by Councilmember Orchard seconded by Councilmember Gilardi, and passed 4-1 
(Councilmember Barich voting no) to adopt Resolution No. 2009-05 entitled: A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI AUTHORIZING 
THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL AMERICAN RECOVERY AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 (ARRA) FUNDING AND STATING THE 
ASSURANCE TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT. 

5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DIRECTION REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE 
POLICY NO. 2004-02, SIGNING CORRESPONDENCE (City Manager) (Action) 

City Manager Dianne Thompson presented the staff report. 

Discussion ensued relative to letterhead used in previous years with all of the 
Councilmembers’ names listed and the cost of changing such letterhead every two years, 
the appropriateness of the Mayor having authority to sign routine correspondence such as 
letters of thanks and congratulations so as not to burden Council, the ability of a 
Councilmember to express his or her individual opinion, and the practice of submitting 
letters of interest for Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association appointments on 
letterhead. 

Mayor Guardino opened the floor to public comments. 

Rudolph Rentzel of Petaluma stated that he was an attorney representing George Barich. He 
indicated that free speech extends to use of stationery that, that individual stationery can be 
used and that Councilmembers have a right under the constitution to create their own 
stationery. He discussed use of the City seal, which may be limited by state or local law. 

Joan Simon of Cotati expressed her belief that the policy must be a clear as possible. She 
stated that a Councilmember has a right to use his/her title. She opposed the use of City 
letterhead for personal letters and noted that it’s important to state at the beginning of a 
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letter that the writer is speaking for him or herself. She opposes the use of a self-created 
city logo. 

Michael Cherimello of Dixon discussed the state Assembly practices for use of stationery. 
He indicated that a Councilmember responding to a citizen concern should be able to use 
the letterhead and that use of the city logo should not be restricted. 

Michelle Berman of Cotati expressed her belief that Councilmember Barich’s use of email 
and city letterhead has been inappropriate.  

Adrienne Lauby of Cotati addressed the Council in support of a revised policy that would 
allow a Councilmember to use his/her title and would restrict the use of the City’s logo. She 
commented on Sebastopol’s process for getting items on the agenda. 

Mr. Cherimello asked to address the Council again. Mayor Guardino responded that the 
speaker had already addressed the Council regarding this item and if public comments were 
re-opened he could speak again. 

 There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Guardino closed the public comment 
period. 

Discussion ensued relative to the right of Councilmembers to their title, the ability of 
individual Councilmembers to express their own opinion on their own letterhead, that the 
word ‘we’ in correspondence from Councilmember implies the entire City Council, the 
right of the City as a corporation to restrict the use of its logo, that in a smaller city it is 
easier to misrepresent than in cities that have a larger constituency, how using City 
letterhead implies endorsement, that City business cards containing the City logo are used 
for identification purposes, and that the policy is not intended to impede free speech. 

In response to a question from Councilmember Barich, Councilmember Gilardi 
summarized why she signed a letter written by Supervisor Mike Kerns to then President-
elect Obama regarding the federal stimulus package. Councilmember Gilardi pointed out 
that she had signed the letter in her official capacity as legislative liaison appointed by the 
City Council and that she had reported to Council about the letter. 

Further discussion ensued as to the proposed policy, with the majority of the Council in 
agreement to revise the policy to authorize the use of City letterhead for the Mayor to sign 
routine correspondence such as letters of thanks and commendation, for Councilmembers to 
submit letters of interest for Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ Association and City Selection 
Committee, Association of Bay Area Government & League of California Cities 
appointments to the City Manager’s office to be placed on letterhead for the 
Councilmember’s signature, to restrict the use of the City logo, and to add that the rationale 
for this policy is implied endorsement. 

Councilmember Barich opposed the revisions and recommended expanding the policy to 
allow each Councilmember use of the City logo and stationery. 
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Moved by Councilmember Gilardi seconded by Councilmember Orchard, and passed 4-1 
(Councilmember Barich voting no) to amend Administrative Policy No. 2004-02, Signing 
Correspondence on City letterhead on behalf of Cotati City Council as noted above. 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND CALL TO 
ORDER OF JOINT MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Mayor Guardino adjourned the regular City Council meeting and called the joint meeting to order 
at 11:37 p.m. 

CONSENT CALENDAR  

Item 6 was pulled for discussion; Administrative Services Director Hayes clarified that the K-9 
per diem was coming out of the K-9 donations. 

Moved by Councilmember Gilardi seconded by Councilmember Orchard, and passed 
unanimously to approve item 6 on the Consent Calendar. 

6. WARRANTS AND AUDITED CLAIMS FOR FEBRUARY 12TH, 2009 –  
FEBRUARY 25TH, 2009 (Administrative Services) (Action) 

This motion receives and files warrants and audited claims for February 12th, 2009 –  
February 25th, 2009. 

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT MEETING; RECONVENING OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF CITY COUNCIL  

Mayor Guardino adjourned the joint meeting and reconvened the regular meeting at 11:38 p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (Discussion)  

Councilmembers discussed recent correspondence and reported on recent and upcoming 
activities, including reports from meetings attended at City expense. 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Mayor Guardino adjourned the regular meeting at 11:49 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 
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Item No. 2 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Approval for the Use of La Plaza Park and the Bandstand on Saturday, July 11, 

2009, to Accommodate the 3rd Annual Redwood Empire Weightlifting 
Championships; Authorizing the Use of Amplified Music and the Sale and 
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
 

Date:  March 25, 2009 
   
Written by: Robert Stewart, Chief of Police 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that theCity Council adopt a motin to 1) Approve the use of La Plaza Park 
and the Bandstand on Saturday, July 11, 2009 from 7:00 AM and 8:00 PM for the Redwood 
Empire Weightlifting Championships; 2) Authorize amplified announcing and music in La Plaza 
Park from 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM; 3) Authorize the sale and consumption of Alcoholic 
Beverages in La Plaza Park; and 4) Authorize the temporary closure of four parking spaces to the 
rear of the Bandstand 
 
 
Background 
 
Myles Ahead Fitness of Rohnert Park and the Pacific Weightlifting Association have proposed 
holding the 3rd Annual Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships in La Plaza Park on 
Saturday, July 11, 2009.  This event debuted in La Plaza Park in June of 2007 and has 
subsequently grown in popularity each consecutive year.  The hosting organizations have 
requested approval for the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages in La Plaza Park.  
Additionally, they have requested four (4) parking spaces at the rear of the bandstand be blocked 
off the day of the event to be utilized as the “warm-up” area. 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
The Redwood Empire Weightlifting Championships will involve over sixty teams competing at 
various skill levels.  The competition will involve several nationally ranked junior competitors 
who will earn points towards their national standing, and ultimately, a chance to compete on the 
United States Olympic Team.  The event will require the use of La Plaza Park, the Bandstand, 
and four (4) parking spaces on Saturday, July 11, 2009 from 7:00 AM through 8:00 PM.  
Amplified music and announcing will be used between 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM on the event date. 
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The event will be free of charge to all who attend as it is supported by both local and out of the 
area sponsors. The applicant anticipates an attendance of approximately 100 persons.  
 
The event organizers are requesting authorization for the sales and consumption of alcoholic 
beverages as well as food sales during the event.  The Pacific Weight Lifting Association is in 
the process of requesting a Special One-Day Beer & Wine Alcohol License from the State Office 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).  In an effort to monitor the consumption of alcohol and 
ensure the safety of both the competitors and the audience, there will be six clearly identified 
staff members on site throughout the event. 
 
The event organizers will be responsible for obtaining trash and recycling bins from Redwood 
Empire Disposal that will be dropped off at La Plaza park prior to the event and picked up by 
Monday, July 13, 2009. The event organizers shall also be responsible for park clean up after the 
event. The event promoter has provided proof of insurance in compliance with City standards. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
La Plaza Park Permit Fee is $150  
Refundable Security Deposit of $350 has been received. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
None.  
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Request for park use. 
 
 





 



Item No. 3 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
Subject: Adoption of a Resolution Authorizing Temporary Closure of Certain Streets to 

Facilitate the 2009 Accordion Festival; Authorize Use of La Plaza Park for the 
Annual Accordion Festival on Saturday, August 22, 2009 and Sunday, August 23, 
2009 With Amplified Music, Perimeter Fencing and Alcoholic Beverage Sales and 
Consumption. 

  
Date: March 25, 2009 
  
Written By: Robert Stewart, Chief of Police 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council: 1) Adopt a Resolution Authorizing Temporary Closure of 
Certain Streets to Facilitate the Festival; and 2) adopt a motion to approve the 2009 Cotati 
Accordion Festival event, scheduled for Saturday August 22, 2009 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. and on Sunday August 23, 2009 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. which 
includes the use and fencing of La Plaza Park and surrounding areas, the sale of beer and wine, 
playing of amplified music.  
              
 
Background: 
 
On Saturday, August 22, 2009, and Sunday, August 23, 2009, the Cotati Accordion Festival Board 
of Directors will host the Nineteenth Annual Accordion Festival in the downtown area.  As is noted 
in the attached Request for Use of City of Cotati Facilities form, the event coordinators are once 
again requesting permission to use La Plaza Park, the Bandstand with electricity, and the area 
surrounding the park resulting in the street closures as listed in Exhibit A.  Council approval is also 
required in order for the organizers to fence the festival area, to sell beer and wine and to play 
amplified music. 
 
Analysis / Discussion: 
 
The applicant has requested use of La Plaza Park on August 21, 2009 through August 23, 2009 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. The police department is in agreement with the 
requested hours and recommends that amplified music be limited to the time period of 9:30 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. to alleviate noise impacts to the residential neighborhood. 
Staff recommends the traffic routing plan that has been used for the past nine years. This plan has 
proven to lessen negative community impact by keeping Old Redwood Highway and East Cotati 
Avenue open throughout the event.  The plan also allows for parking on William Street, Olaf Street, 
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Henry Street and La Plaza Avenue between East Cotati Avenue and Old Redwood Highway and 
only affects one bus stop. 
 
As we have done in recent years, “No Parking” signs will be placed in the bicycle lanes on West 
Sierra Avenue from La Plaza Avenue to East School Street.  This will serve to inform drivers that 
this in not additional or overflow parking for the festival.  It will also ensure that the bicycle lanes 
remain open for their designated use. 
 
Exhibit A describes the street closures and parking restrictions necessary to effect the orderly 
movement of vehicle and pedestrian traffic between August 21, 2009 beginning around 8:00 a.m. 
and ending August 24, 2009 around 11:00 a.m.  All parking restriction signage will be put into 
place at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the street closures in order to allow for 
enforcement activity. 
 
Financial Considerations: 
 
The anticipated ‘hard’ cost (fee waiver and direct cost) to the City of Cotati for the Nineteenth 
Annual Accordion Festival are shown below.  Estimated ‘soft’ costs, such as the time to prepare this 
staff report, to coordinate the services of public works, and to review business license and insurance 
information, are not included in this report, and no reimbursement for those costs is being 
requested.    
 
This year’s closure requires Public Works personnel to work on an overtime basis while closing the 
streets for the event. The amounts below DO NOT include the rental costs for barricades and 
delineators, which would more appropriately be ordered by, and billed to, the Accordion Festival. 
 
Park Use/Street Closure Fees (historically waived) 
Street Closure Fee       $   250.00  
Park Rental                600.00  
     Total Fees    $  850.00 
 
No Parking Sign Placement and Preparations: 
Preparation: 
Maintenance Workers (2): 4 hours          134.34 
 
Placement: 
Field Maintenance Supervisor: 1.5 hours           59.86 
and Maintenance Workers (3): 4.5 hours         151.13              
  
 
Notification Notices and Postage:  
Postcards &, labels (200)           30.00 
Postage (postcard rate, same as bulk without license)       48.00 
 
Street Closures: 
Field Maintenance Supervisor: 8 hours @ overtime pay     478.88 
Maintenance Workers (2): 16 hours @ overtime pay      806.08 
      Total Direct Costs    $1708.29  
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Due to the City’s current budget crisis, it is recommended that the Accordion Festival pay all direct 
costs incurred by the City to facilitate their event.  As was required last year, a deposit for the direct 
costs above ($ 1,708.29) will be required to be paid within 30 days of approval of the application. 
Actual charges will be billed against that deposit account and any balance remaining will be 
remitted to the Accordion Festival within 90 days of the festival. This is a not to exceed amount, 
and the Festival will not be required to pay for any additional costs above the estimated amount. 
 
The Festival organizers will also be required to provide appropriate proof of insurance coverage and 
full payment (if purchased through the City) to the Director of Administrative Services no later than 
three (3) weeks prior to the event.  
 
Lastly, to maintain consistency with other events held in La Plaza Park, staff is requesting that the 
Accordion Festival operate under a single business license covering vendors that do not presently 
have a City of Cotati business license. The Festival will collect a fee of $15 per vendor and remit to 
the City within 30 days of the event.   
 
Legal Considerations: 
 
California Vehicle Code Section 21101(e) authorizes the temporary closing of a portion of any 
street for celebrations, parades, local special events and other purposes when, in the opinion of local 
authorities having jurisdiction, the closing is necessary for the safety and protection of persons who 
are to use that portion of the street during the temporary closing. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
None 
 
Attachments:  
Request for Use Park Facilities form for Cotati Accordion Festival  
Proposed resolution 
Letter from Scott Goree, CAF Executive Director 
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RESOLUTION NO. ___ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI AUTHORIZING 
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CERTAIN STREETS ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2009, 

THROUGH MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2009, 
TO FACILITATE THE ACCORDION FESTIVAL 

 
 WHEREAS, on Saturday, August 22, 2009, and Sunday, August 23, 2009, the Cotati 
Accordion Festival board will host the nineteenth annual Accordion Festival in the downtown area; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, California Vehicle Code Section 211101(e) authorizes temporary street 
closures where certain conditions exist; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it will be necessary to temporarily close certain streets as described in Exhibit 
A (attached) beginning on Friday, August 21, 2009 at 8:00 a.m., through Monday, August 24, 2009 
at 11:00 a.m.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police of the City of Cotati has arranged for temporary street 
closure and traffic rerouting which will minimize the traffic hazard conditions and allow for orderly 
movement of traffic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief of Police is in contact with the Chief of the Rancho Adobe Fire 
Protection District, ambulance services and others who may need ingress, egress or ability to traverse 
the affected area and has reasonably provided for their needs. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that 
the Chief of Police is to effect the temporary street closure and traffic rerouting beginning at 8:00 
a.m. on Friday, August 21, 2009, and ending at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, August 24, 2009, as deemed 
necessary; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief of Police communicate needed temporary 
street closure and traffic rerouting to fire, ambulance and other emergency providers, including a 
plan for accessibility. 
 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 25th day of March, 
2009, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
 
GUARDINO  
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
GILARDI  
ORCHARD  
BARICH   
      Approved:      
                                                                                              John Guardino, Mayor 
 
Attest:      
           Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 



 

                                                         
EXHIBIT  A  

to 
RESOLUTION ______             

 
 

 
The following streets will be closed Friday, August 21, 2009, 8:00 a.m., through 
Monday, August 24, 2009, 11:00 a.m.: 
 

× West Sierra Avenue between Old Redwood Highway and La Plaza 
 
× West Cotati Avenue from William/Olaf Streets to La Plaza 
 
× La Plaza – from Old Redwood Highway to West Cotati Avenue 
 
× La Plaza – from West Cotati Avenue to West Sierra Avenue 

 
The following traffic lanes will be closed to through traffic between Friday, August 
21, 2009, 8:00 a.m., through Monday, August 24, 2009 , 11:00 a.m.: 
 

× No. 2 Westbound Lane of East Cotati Avenue at the intersection of Old       
Redwood Highway 

 
× No. 1, left turn lane, of Old Redwood Highway onto West Sierra Avenue 

 
× Left turn lane on Old Redwood Highway, Northbound at La Plaza North 

 
The following streets may be designated “No Parking” in order to ease congestion 
on the detour routes: 
 

× La Plaza – from West Sierra Avenue to Old Redwood Highway (South side 
of the roadway) 

 
× La Plaza – the first eight parking spaces running north from West Sierra 

Avenue to be blocked off on Thursday evening 
 

× West Cotati Avenue – from Olaf Street to La Plaza (South side of the 
roadway) 

 
× West Sierra Avenue – from La Plaza to East School Street 

 
The following street will be designated for “handicapped parking:” 
 

× West Cotati Avenue (midblock) to La Plaza (North side of the roadway) 





 



Item No. 4 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Authorize City Manager to Apply for stimulus funds administered by the U.S 

Department of Justice, Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

 
Date:  March 25, 2009 
   
Written by: Robert Stewart, Chief of Police 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Council adopt a motion to authorize the City Manager to apply for 
Stimulus funds administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS) through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
 
 
Background 
 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, signed into law by President Obama on 
February 17, 2009, provides $1 billion dollars in funding for the hiring and rehiring of law 
enforcement officers under the COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP).   
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
The City of Cotati has been heavily impacted by the recession and the related loss in revenue that 
supports core services. One of the core services that every community relies on is public safety. 
In Cotati, two of our nine police officer positions have been left unfilled due to the economic 
downturn. This reduction in personnel has impacted the Police Department’s ability to provide 
services to the community. 
 
The City currently projects a $500,000 shortfall in the 2009-2010 fiscal year, with the General 
Fund running out of money by December, 2009. The approach to eliminating this deficit has not 
yet been identified, but one of the potential scenarios includes elimination of two currently filled 
police officer positions. This staffing reduction, if realized, would prevent the Police Department 
from providing services at a safe and efficient level.  
 
The stimulus funds designated for police personnel have been made available due to the potential 
threat to public safety due to the loss of thousands of police officers throughout the Nation. This 
is a competitive grant program is designed to create and preserve jobs for law enforcement 
agencies. The highlights of the grant are as follows: 
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• Provides approximately 100% funding for approved entry-level salaries and benefits 

for 3 years (36 months) for newly-hired, full-time sworn officer positions (including 
filling existing unfunded vacancies) or for rehired officers who have been laid off, or 
are scheduled to be laid off at a future date, as a result of local budget cuts. 
 
The City provides many benefits for which the costs fluctuate from year to year. Any 
increases in those costs would not be covered.  

 
• There is no actual local match requirement. Grant funding will be based on current 

entry-level salary and benefits packages. Additional costs for higher salaries and 
benefits for a particular individual hired will be the responsibility of the grantee 
agency. 

 
• There is no cap on the number of positions an agency may request, but awards will be 

limited to available funding. 
 

• At the conclusion of federal funding, grantees must retain all sworn officer positions 
awarded under the CHRP grant for a minimum of 12 months. The retained CHRP- 
funded position(s) would be added  to the grantee’s law enforcement budget with state 
and/or local funds, over and above the number of locally-funded positions that would 
have existed in the absence of the grant.  

 
• If the City receives grant funding for the 3 positions (2 currently filled and one 

vacant), this funding would establish a minimum staffing level of  13 sworn Police 
Officer positions for the next four years. Our current staffing level is 12 sworn police 
officers, which is the lowest level of police officer staffing in Sonoma County. 
Cloverdale has the next lowest level of police officer staffing, with 14 sworn positions.  

 
It is recommended that the City apply for a total of three officer positions: two currently filled 
positions that have the potential of being eliminated in fiscal year 2009-10, and a third position 
that is currently vacant.   
 
Financial Considerations 
 
If a grant for all three positions is awarded, the City will receive approximately $1.1M over the 
period of the grant.   
 
The obligation to retain the three positions for 12 months after the conclusion of the grant is 
estimated to be approximately $390,000 in salaries and benefits. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
None 
 
Attachments. 
None. 
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Item No. 5 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Sidewalk ADA Improvements FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14 – Advertise for 

Bids 
 

Date:  March 25, 2009 
   
Written by: Damien O’Bid, Director of Public Works / City Engineer 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Council adopt a resolution to: 

1. Find that the experience requirements are appropriate for the Sidewalk ADA 
Improvements FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14; and 

2. Adopt plans and specifications for the project entitled Sidewalk ADA Improvements 
FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14 as submitted by the Director of Public Works/City 
Engineer; and 

3. Authorize and direct the City Clerk to advertise for bids to be received by the 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer or his designee.  The advertisement will be 
placed in a newspaper of general circulation, printed and published in Sonoma 
County, in accordance with the provisions of Section 22037 of the Public Contract 
Code. 

 
 
Background 
 
The Sidewalk ADA Improvements FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14 (Project) consists of 
minor concrete work including but not limited to demolition, disposal, clearing and grubbing, 
removing/replacing concrete curb and gutter, removing/replacing concrete sidewalks and 
pedestrian access ramps, as shown on the attached site map.  Work will primarily occur in the L-
Section of the City, with minor sidewalk work occurring on West Sierra Avenue across from the 
City Hall.   
 
This Project is funded by a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from fiscal year 
2007-2008.  These funds must be expended by the end of the current fiscal year. 
 
The engineers estimate for the project is $57,534.   
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Analysis/Discussion 
 
The primary purpose of the project is to provide ADA access (curb ramps) at street crossings, 
and to provide sidewalk infill where sidewalks do not currently exist. 
 
To be considered a responsible bidder, the bidding documents require that the contractor has a 
Class A contractors license and experience in constructing a minimum of 10 Caltrans standard 
ADA curb ramps in the past 3 years. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The engineer’s estimate is $57,534.  The CDBG balance is $42,122.50.  Therefore, the remaining 
$15,411.50 will be funded from the General Capital Outlay Fund (Fund 204) as necessary. 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
None.  All environmental review and clearance has been performed. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Proposed resolution 
2. Site Map of Project Locations 
 
On File with the City Clerk: 
 
1. Contract Documents 



 

RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 1) MAKING 
FINDINGS REGARDING EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS; 2) ADOPTING PLANS 
AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIDEWALK ADA IMPROVEMENTS FY 2007-

2008, PROJECT NO. E07-14; AND 3) AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS. 
 
WHEREAS,  Director of Public Works/City Engineer has recommended that this Council 
adopt certain plans and specifications to construct the Sidewalk ADA Improvements FY 2007-
2008, Project No. E07-14. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cotati that: 
1. All of the above recitals are true and correct. 
2. The experience requirements are appropriate for the Sidewalk ADA Improvements 

FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14. 
3. The plans and specifications for the project entitled Sidewalk ADA Improvements 

FY 2007-2008, Project No. E07-14  as submitted by the Director of Public 
Works/City Engineer, be adopted and are hereby approved. 

4. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for bids to be received 
by the Council’s representative, the Director of Public Works/City Engineer, or his 
designee, and said advertisement is to be placed in a newspaper of general 
circulation, printed and published in Sonoma County, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 22037 of the Public Contract Code.  

 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 25th day of 
March, 2009 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
GUARDINO  
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
BARICH  
GILARDI  
ORCHARD  
 

Approved:________________________________ 
                                  Mayor 

Attest:___________________________ 
         Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
___________________________ 

       City Attorney 
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Item No. 6 
 

City Council Agenda 
Consent Calendar 

 
 
Subject: Adoption of resolution to establish a Code of Ethics City Council Policy 

(continued from March 11, 2009) 
 

Date:  March 25, 2009 
   
Written by: Dianne Thompson, City Manager 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council consider the adoption of a resolution establishing a 
Code of Ethics City Council policy. 
 
 
Background 
 
At its meeting of March 11, 2009 the City Council considered the adoption of a Code of Ethics 
City Council Policy and directed staff to revise the preamble and certain sections of the proposed 
Code prior to adoption. 
 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
N/A 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental Issues  
 
N/A 
 
Attachments: 
 
Proposed resolution with Exhibit A (City Council Code of Ethics Policy)  
 
 
DT:tlt 



 



 
RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI 
ESTABLISHING A CODE OF ETHICS CITY COUNCIL POLICY 

 
 
WHEREAS,  The City Council of the City of Cotati desires to ensure that the residents and 
businesses of Cotati are served by a fair, ethical and accountable government; and 
 
WHEREAS, local government can govern effectively only if it has the confidence of their 
community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the adoption of the Code of Ethics City Council policy will help promote these 
important goals. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cotati does 
hereby adopt the Code of Ethics City Council policy attached as Exhibit A. 

 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 25th day of 
March, 2009 by the following vote, to wit: 
 
GUARDINO  
COLEMAN-SENGHOR  
BARICH  
GILARDI  
ORCHARD  
 

Approved:________________________________ 
              John Gardino, Mayor 

Attest:____________________ ________ 
Tamara Taylor, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Rich Rudnansky, City Attorney 
 



 
Code of Ethics City Council Policy 

 
PREAMBLE: 
The citizens and businesses of Cotati are entitled to have fair, ethical, and accountable local 
government which has earned the public’s full confidence for integrity.  Such a government 
requires that public officials: 
 
ü Comply with both the letter and the spirit of the laws and policies affecting operations of 

the government. 
 
ü Be independent, impartial and fair in their judgment and actions. 

 
ü Use their public office for the public good, not for personal gain. 

 
ü Conduct public deliberations and processes openly, unless legally confidential, in an 

atmosphere of respect and civility. 
 
To this end, the Cotati City Council has adopted this Code of Ethics, which represents our shared 
values, to encourage public confidence in the integrity of local government and its fair and 
effective operation.  
 

1. Act in the Public Interest: 
Recognizing that stewardship of the public interest must be their primary concern, 
Councilmembers shall work for the common good of the people of Cotati, and not for any 
private or personal interest, and they will endeavor to treat all persons, claims and 
transactions in a fair and equitable manner. 

 
2. Comply with the Law: 

Councilmembers shall comply with the laws of the nation, the State of California and the 
City of Cotati in the performance of their duties.  These laws include, but are not limited 
to:  the United States and California constitutions, financial disclosures, employer 
responsibilities and open processes of government; and City ordinances and policies. 
 

3. Conduct of Members: 
Councilmembers shall refrain from abusive conduct, and verbal or written attacks upon 
the character or motives of other members of the City Council, boards, commissions, 
committees, staff or the public.  The professional and personal conduct of members must 
be above reproach and avoid even the appearance of impropriety. 
 
It is acceptable to publicly disagree about an issue, but it is unacceptable to make 
derogatory remarks about other Councilmembers, their opinions and actions. 
 

4. Respect for Process: 
Councilmember duties shall be performed in accordance with the processes and rules of 
order established by the City Council governing the deliberation of public policy issues, 
the involvement of the public, and the implementation of policy decisions of the City 
Council by city staff. 

EXHIBIT A
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5. Conduct of City Meetings: 
Councilmembers shall inform themselves of public issues, listen courteously and 
attentively to public discussions before the Council and focus on the business at hand.  
The Council shall refrain from interrupting other speakers, making personal comments 
not germane to the business of the Council or otherwise interfering with the orderly 
conduct of meetings. 
 
The following guidelines should be adhered to: 
ü Everyone has a right to be heard; 
ü Focus on the issue, not the person; 
ü Be careful of how you say, what you say, and be aware of physical clues such as 

body language; 
ü Listen carefully without interrupting; 
ü Let the Mayor balance the tension between moving on in order to get through 

issues and creating the opportunity for members to explore the issue as needed to 
reach a decision; 

ü Allow the Mayor to run the meeting and Councilmembers should direct their 
process concerns to the Mayor for action; 

ü Councilmembers agree to have the Mayor call for a recess when a situation is 
volatile; 

ü If there are citizen inquires to the Council during public comment, the Mayor will 
direct the questions to the City Manager to be handled either at the Council 
meeting or outside of the meeting, or the Mayor may choose to respond to the 
question at his/ her discretion. 

 
6. Decisions Based on Merit: 

Councilmember decisions shall be based upon the merits and substance of the matter at 
hand, rather than on unrelated considerations.  When the City Council has not taken a 
position on an issue, neither the Mayor nor any member of the Council will speak on 
behalf of the City Council.  
 

7. Communication: 
It is the responsibility of the Councilmembers to publicly share substantive information 
that is relevant to a matter under consideration by the Council that they have received 
from sources outside of the public decision-making process with all other Council 
members. 
Councilmembers are aware of City Policy 2004-02 Signing Correspondence and Use of 
City Logo and will adhere to that Policy. City stationery and the City logo are the 
property of the City and may only be used in accordance with the City’s adopted policy. 
 

8. Conduct with City Staff 
The Council acting as a body will direct the City Manager on all major or new issues.  A 
Councilmember will not initiate any action or have prepared any report that is significant 
in nature or initiate any project or study without the approval of the City Council.  
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If administrative policy or administrative performance complaints be made directly to 
individual Councilmembers, he or she will refer the matter directly to the City Manager 
for review and/or action.  The individual Councilmember may request to be informed of 
the action or response made to the complaint. 
 
Neither the Council nor individual members may direct or request the City Manager or 
his/her subordinates to appoint or remove any individual to or from employment. Neither 
the Council nor individual members may give any orders to any subordinate of the City 
Manager, either publicly or privately.  

 
Councilmembers should refrain from expressing concerns about the performance of a 
City employee in public, to the employee directly, or to the employee’s supervisor.  
Comments about staff performance should only be made to the City Manager through 
private correspondence or conversation. 
 
As appropriate, City staff should be involved when Councilmembers meet with officials 
from other agencies and jurisdictions to ensure proper staff support as needed and to keep 
the City Manager informed. City Manager shall be notified of such meetings and direct to 
appropriate City staff. 
 

9. Disclosure of Corruption: 
All City officials shall take an oath upon assuming office, pledging to uphold the 
constitution and laws of the City, the State and the Federal government.  As part of this 
oath, officials commit to disclosing to the appropriate authorities and/or to the City 
Council any behavior or activity that may qualify as corruption, abuse, fraud, bribery or 
other violation of the law. 
 

10. Conflict of Interest: 
In order to assure their independence and impartiality on behalf of the public good, 
Councilmembers shall not use their official positions to influence government decisions 
in which they have a financial interest.  Nothing herein is intended to prohibit a 
Councilmember from recusing oneself if s/he believes there may be a perception of a 
conflict of interest or impropriety. 
 
In accordance with the law, members shall file written disclosures of their economic 
interest and if they have a conflict of interest regarding a particular decision, refrain from 
participating in that decision unless otherwise permitted by law. 
 

11. Gifts and Favors: 
Councilmembers shall not take advantage of service or opportunities for personal gain by 
virtue of their public office that are not available to the public in general.  They shall 
refrain from accepting gifts, favors or promises of future benefits that might compromise 
their independence of judgment or action or give the appearance of being compromised. 
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12. Confidential Information: 
Councilmembers shall respect and preserve the confidentiality of information provided to 
them concerning the confidential matters of the City. They shall neither disclose 
confidential information without proper legal authorization nor use such information to 
advance their personal, financial or private interests. 
 

13. Use of Public Resources: 
Public resources not available to the general public (e.g., City staff time, equipment, 
supplies or facilities) shall not be used by Councilmembers for private gain or personal 
purposes. 
 

14. Representation of Private Interests: 
In keeping with their role as stewards of the public trust, Councilmembers shall not 
appear on behalf of private interests of a third-party before the City Council or any board, 
commission or committee or proceeding of the City. 
 

15. Advocacy: 
Councilmembers shall represent the official policies and positions of the City Council 
when designated as delegates for their purpose. When representing their personal 
opinions or positions, members shall explicitly state that they do not represent the 
Council or the City of Cotati, nor will they allow the inference that they do. 
 

16. Improper Influence: 
Councilmembers shall refrain from stating their position to improperly influence the 
deliberations or decisions of City staff, boards, commissions or committees. 
 

17. Policy Role of Members: 
Councilmembers shall respect and adhere to the Council-Manager structure of Cotati 
City government as provided in State Law and the City Code.  In this structure, the City 
Council determines the policies of the City with the advice and information provided by 
the public and other City bodies, with analysis from City staff. 
 
Councilmembers therefore shall not interfere with the administrative functions of the City 
or the professional duties of City staff; nor shall they impair the ability of staff to 
implement Council policy decisions. Councilmembers shall work through the City 
Manager and City Attorney.  
 

18. Positive Work Environment: 
Councilmembers shall support the maintenance of a positive and constructive 
environment for residents, businesses and City employees. 
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19. Implementation: 
Ethics standards shall be included in the regular orientations for City Council candidates.   
 
As an expression of conduct for Councilmembers of the City of Cotati, this Code of 
Ethics is intended to be self-enforcing.  It therefore becomes effective when 
Councilmembers are thoroughly familiar with it and embrace its provisions.  
Councilmembers shall sign a statement affirming that they have read and understand the 
City of Cotati City Council Code of Ethics. 
 

20. Attendance at Meetings and Events 
When Councilmembers have confirmed their attendance on behalf of the City at meetings 
and events, it is expected that they will attend as confirmed or give timely notice to staff 
if they are unable to attend. Councilmembers are also expected to attend board and 
committee meetings to which they have been appointed to represent the City. If they are 
unable to attend, it is the Councilmembers resposnisbility to inform the alternate 
attendee.   
 

21. Compliance and Enforcement: 
Councilmembers themselves have the primary responsibility to assure that ethical 
standards are understood and met and that the public can continue to have full confidence 
in the integrity of City government. 
 
The City Council may impose sanctions on members whose conduct does not comply 
with the City’s ethical standards such as reprimand, formal censure, loss of seniority or 
committee assignment, or budget restriction. 
 
A violation of this Code of Ethics shall not be considered a basis for challenging the 
validity of a Council decision. 
 
The City Council Code of Ethics document shall be considered to be the definitive 
document relating to ethical conduct by Cotati City Councilmembers. 
 
I affirm that I have read and understand the Code of Ethics City Council Policy. 
 
 
__________________________________  ________________  
Signature       Date 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Printed Name of Councilmember  
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Item No. 7 
 

Joint Meeting of City Council and  
Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors Agenda 

Consent Calendar  
 

 
Subject: Receive and File Warrants and Audited Claims for February 26th, 2009 – March 

11th, 2009 
 

Date:  March 25, 2009 
   
Written by: Jone Hayes, Director of Administrative Services  
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council receive and file the warrants and audited claims (the A/P 
Check Registers) as submitted. 
 
 
Background 
 
Warrants (checks) are created by City Staff in compliance with the following Municipal Code 
Sections: 

 
2.12.160 Expenditure control--Purchasing. 
It shall be the duty of the city manager to see that no expenditures shall be submitted or 
recommended to the city council except on approval of the city manager or his authorized 
representative. The city manager, or his authorized representative, shall be responsible for 
the purchase of all supplies for all the departments or divisions of the city. (Ord. 97 §7.9, 
1968). 
 
3.36.010 Expenditures--Compliance required. 
All expenditures of city funds in connection with purchases must be made strictly in 
accordance with the duly adopted budget, and in order that budgetary control may be 
effectively exercised, the procedures in this chapter shall be followed. (Ord. 575 §1(part), 
1992). 

 
Analysis/Discussion 
 
Warrants and Audited Claims listings (now identified as the A/P Check Registers) list all 
warrants issued for the period indicated.  Per Council action on July 11, 2007 all warrants are 
released as they are created.  
 
All expenditures of City funds in connection with wages and benefits and purchases of services 
or materials are strictly in accordance with the duly adopted budget and / or Council actions 
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amending the adopted budget.  Expenditures have been approved for payment by either the City 
Manager or by Department Heads. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The following is the totals for the Warrants and Audited Claims (the A/P Check Register) issued 
for the period of February 26th 2009 – March 11th, 2009: 
  

 Mar 11, 2009   $ 188,263.07 
 Mar 11, 2009       299,061.61 
     $  487,324.68 
 

Environmental Issues  
 
None. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Check Registers dated 03/11 

















 



Item No. 8 
 

Joint Meeting 
 City Council\Redevelopment Agency Agenda 

Consent Calendar 
 
Subject: Update to the City/Agency officers’ banking signatures 

 
Date:  March 25, 2009 
   
Written by: Jone Hayes, Director of Administrative Services 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the City Council/Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors adopt three 
resolutions to update the City/Agency officers’ banking signatures: 1) A resolution designating 
signatures for orders for payment of monies drawn against the City of Cotati and the Cotati 
Community Redevelopment Agency on existing accounts at Exchange Bank, Bank of America, 
Sutro & Co., Sonoma County Investment Trust Fund, and California State Local Agency 
Investment Fund; 2) A resolution designating signatures for wire transfer services with Exchange 
Bank; and 3) A resolution designating signatures for access to safe deposit box at Exchange 
Bank. 
 
 
Background: 
 
Due to the recent Council reorganization, it is necessary to update the City/Agency officers’ 
banking signatures.   
 
Analysis/Discussion: 
 
Two authorized signatures are required to draw funds against a City or Redevelopment Agency 
bank account or to transfer funds from one bank account to another.  
 
Financial Considerations: 
 
Dual custodianship is a primary internal control in the stewardship and management of the 
City/Agency’s cash and investments, assuring security of the assets while allowing for flexibility 
to address operational demands. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Proposed resolutions 



 



H:\CCREPORTS\2009\20090325\Signatures.res.01 authorized signers.doc 

RESOLUTION NO. _____   
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI AND THE 
COTATI COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DESIGNATING SIGNATURES FOR ORDERS FOR PAYMENT OF MONIES DRAWN 
AGAINST THE CITY OF COTATI AND THE COTATI COMMUNITY 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY ON EXISTING ACCOUNTS AT THE EXCHANGE BANK,  
RBC DAIN RAUSCHER, SONOMA COUNTY INVESTMENT TRUST FUND, AND 

CALIFORNIA STATE LOCAL AGENCY INVESTMENT FUND. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Exchange Bank, RBC Dain Rauscher, Sonoma County Investment 
Trust Fund, and California State Local Agency Investment Fund, as designated depositories for the 
City of Cotati and the Cotati Community Redevelopment Agency, be and are hereby requested, 
authorized and directed to honor all checks, drafts, withdrawals or other orders for payment of 
monies drawn against the City of Cotati or the Cotati Community Redevelopment Agency on its 
existing accounts, when bearing the signatures, or the facsimile signatures, of two of the following: 
 
 
John Guardino, Mayor/Agency Chair    ________________________________ 
 
Robert Coleman-Senghor 
Vice Mayor/Board Member     ________________________________ 
 
 
Dianne Thompson,      ________________________________ 
City Manager/Executive Director  
 
Robert Stewart, Chief of Police    ________________________________ 
  
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced and legally 
adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati and the Board of Directors of 
the Cotati Community Redevelopment Agency held on the 25th day of March, 2009 by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 
GUARDINO:   _____ 
COLEMAN-SENGHOR: _____ 
BARICH:   _____ 
GILARDI:   _____ 
ORCHARD:   _____ 
 
 
      Approved: __________________________________ 
             John Guardino, Mayor/Chair 
 
Attest: _____________________________ 

Tamara Taylor 
Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary 



 



H:\CCREPORTS\2009\20090325\Signatures.res.02.Exchange Wires.doc 

RESOLUTION NO. ______   
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COTATI AND THE 
COTATI COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DESIGNATING SIGNATURES FOR WIRE TRANSFER SERVICES WITH  
EXCHANGE BANK 

 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Cotati (CITY) and the Cotati Community 
Redevelopment Agency (AGENCY) to arrange for the transfer of deposited funds of 
CITY/AGENCY other than by check or draft; and 
 
WHEREAS, Exchange Bank (BANK) provides automated clearing house ("ACH"), wire transfer 
and comparable funds transfer services. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the BANK is requested to honor, execute and process this 
CITY's/AGENCY’s telephonic, written or oral requests for the transfer of funds from the accounts 
of this CITY/AGENCY at the BANK to other accounts of this CITY/AGENCY at any bank or to 
third parties, upon and subject to such terms and conditions as may from time to time be agreed 
upon between this CITY/AGENCY and the BANK; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any two (2) of the following officers: 
 
John Guardino, Mayor/Agency Chair    ________________________________ 
 
Robert Coleman-Senghor 
Vice Mayor/Board Member     ________________________________ 
 
Dianne Thompson, 
City Manager/Executive Director    ________________________________ 
 
 
Robert Stewart, Chief of Police    ________________________________ 
 
of this CITY/AGENCY be and they are hereby authorized, directed and empowered for and on 
behalf of and in the name of this CITY/AGENCY: 
 
1. To execute agreements with the BANK providing for such funds transfers; 
 

2. To determine from time to time who on behalf of the CITY/AGENCY shall be authorized to 
direct the BANK to transfer the funds of the CITY/AGENCY; 

 

3.   To make, execute and deliver such other agreements as may be required by BANK; and     
 

4.   To perform or cause to be performed all further acts and execute and deliver all further 
instruments which BANK may deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this resolution; and 

 




